
Issues in Aging:  
Hooked, Hoarding, 

Harassment,  
Hazardous Driving

A Free Mini-Conference 
April 17, 2019 

9 a.m. - Noon

Main Dining Room, Faculty Center

Sponsored by the Gerontology Center

Issues in Aging:  
Hooked, Hoarding, 
Harassment,  
Hazardous Driving

The conference offers sessions on 4 emerging 
topic of relevance to older adults.  The 
“Hooked” workshop will provide a summary 
of epidemiology, clinical characteristics, and 
treatment recommendations regarding opioid 
use and misuse among older adults. The 
“Hoarding” workshop will define hoarding 
behaviors and the psychiatric condition 
“Hoarding Disorder,” present evidence-
based assessment tools for hoarding, review 
evidence-based interventions for Hoarding 
Disorder and describe local resources for 
assisting individuals with Hoarding Disorder. 
The “Harassment” workshop will enable 
participants to increase their knowledge about 
bullying, understand its impact on victims and 
on bystanders, and explore interventions. 
The “Hazardous Driving” workshop will 
help participants learn more about AAA’s 
Longitudinal Research on Aging Drivers 
(LONGROAD) study and the importance of 
mobility planning.

As the first gerontology program in the 
state of Rhode Island, RIC’s multidisciplinary 
program leads to a minor or certificate in 
gerontology and equips students with a 
systematic grounding in the study of aging, 
enabling graduates to successfully work in 
settings that provide services or advocacy 
to an aged population. Courses on aging 
are offered through the Departments of 
Sociology, Psychology, and Physical Education/
Health; through the Schools of Nursing and 
Social Work; and through other disciplines.

PRESENTERS
Dr. Brandi Parker Cotton, assistant professor at 
URI, focuses her research primarily on medication 
assisted treatment for opioid use disorders among older 
adults. She uses a mixed-method approach to investigate 
this topic and recently explored the prevalence of and 
clinical factors related to Methadone Maintenance 
Treatment (MMT) among adults 50 years of age and 
older receiving treatment in Rhode Island. She has 
recently been awarded a grant from the American 
Nurses Foundation and the Eastern Nursing Research 
Society for her study on dyadic influences on treatment 
outcomes among couples receiving MMT.

Elda M. Dawber is a specialist on issues related to 
interpersonal violence, including bullying and sexual 
harassment occurring across the life span.  She is an 
accomplished consultant and trainer who has organized 
and presented at a variety of local and national conferences 
over the years.  She is an adjunct professor at the Rhode 
Island College School of Social Work and the author of 
three books. 

Diana Imondi is the Manager of Traffic Safety 
Programs, Public Affairs for AAA (American Automobile 
Association) Northeast. Her work involves educating 
senior citizens in defensive driving and mobility planning. 
Through her role as Age-Friendly RI’s Transportation 
Committee Chair, she is currently involved with the 
AARP Community Challenge Grant, awarded to the 
Rhode Island College Foundation, to educate Rhode 
Island seniors about the use of ride-sharing services by 
older adults. 

Dr. Maria Mancebo is an Assistant Professor of 
Research in their Department of Psychiatry and Human 
Behavior, specializing in cognitive-behavioral therapy 
for obsessive-compulsive disorder and compulsive 
hoarding.  She is program manager of the OCD and 
Anxiety Disorders Program at Butler Hospital.  Her 
work has been funded by the National Institutes of 
Health and she has a number of publications on the 
outcome of treatments for OCD and hoarding provided 
in community settings. She is the Chair of the Research 
sub-committee of the RI Hoarding Task Force.

REGISTRATION
There is no pre-registration for the conference.  
To better accommodate our participants, please  
email rfilinson@ric.edu if you plan on attending.
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Capital letters on map designate parking areas.  Some of these lots are restricted. See ric.edu/parking for more information

† Gender Neutral Restrooms

Single occupancy restrooms located throughout campus, heretofore assigned by gender but in practice often used irrespective of gender, have been designated as gender neutral.

These converted units address concerns about gender imbalance and gender identity in the availability of restroom facilities. Each unit is ADA compliant and provides a private, 

family friendly facility for occasions when the gender of a parent differs from that of a child or for when a caregiver must tend to an individual in need of assistance. 
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Not shown on this map are the 

Westerly Education Center, 23 

Friendship Street, Westerly, RI 

02891; and the Rhode Island 

Nursing Education Center, 

South Street Landing, 350 Eddy 

Street, Providence, RI 02903.
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 •  Designates handicap access

Shaded Area indicates parking lots


Blue Light Emergency Phones

 †  Gender Neutral Restrooms
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Adams Library (AL) †
 

ALEX AND ANI Hall (AAH)

Alger Hall (ALG)

Browne Residence Hall (BH)

Building 1 - Information Services (B1) †

Building 2 - Offices

Building 3 - Financial Aid/Classrooms/Café (B3) †

Building 4 - Bursar/Records (B4) †

Building 5 - Accounting/Payroll/Purchasing (B5) †

Building 6 - Human Resources/Upward Bound (B6)

Building 8 - Outreach Programs (B8) †

Building 26 - Student - Athlete Success Center

Building 27 - Storage Building (B27)

Building 30 - English Department/Offices

Clarke Science Building (CS)

Cooperative Preschool (CP)

Craig-Lee Hall (CL) †

Donovan Dining Center (DDC) †

Faculty Center (FC)

Fogarty Life Science Building - School of Nursing (FLS)

Forman Center - Admissions (F) †

Gaige Hall (G) †

Guardo Hall (GH) †

Henry Barnard Laboratory School (HBS)

Horace Mann Hall (HM)

Kauffman Center (KC) †

Keefe Transportation Center

The Murray Center - Health, Physical Education, Athletics (MC)

Nazarian Center for the Performing Arts (NC)

Penfield Residence Hall (PH)

Physical Plant Building - College Receiving (PP)

President’s House (PH)

Recreation Center (REC) †

Roberts Hall (R)

Sherlock Center on Disabilities (SC)

Student Union (SU) †

Sweet Residence Hall (SH)

Thorp Residence Hall (TH)

Weber Residence Hall (WR)

Whipple Hall (WH)

Willard Residence Hall (WRH)

Yellow Cottage (B12)

Map Legend

Welcome Center - Campus Police, Capital Projects, CECS
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Parking
Parking is available in Parking Lot K and in the back of 
Parking Lot L. Use the Fruit Hill Avenue entrance to 
the campus, then take the second left or first right.

CONFERENCE PROGRAM RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE

8:30-9 a.m. - Registration (pre-registration optional)

9-9:15 a.m. -  Welcome

9:15-10:30 a.m. -  Workshop Session I 

Select from the following:

A. “Hooked”   
  Opiod Misuse and Abuse among Older Adults

Brandi Parker Cotton, Ph.D., M.S.N.
Assistant Professor of Nursing, URI

B.  “Hoarding”  
  Compulsive Hoarding in Older Adults 

Maria Mancebo, Ph.D.
Program Director, OCD and Anxiety Intensive 
Outpatient Program at Butler Hospital
Assistant Professor (Research) Dept. of Psychiatry and 
Human Behavior, Brown University, Alpert Medical 
School

C.  “Harrassment” 
   Dissing, Excluding, and More:  
   Bullying in Senior Communities

Elda M. Dawber, L.I.C.S.W.
Clinical Social Worker, Trainer and Author

Rhode Island College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, national or 
ethnic origin, gender, religion, disability, age, sexual orientation, genetic information, gender 
identity or expression, marital, citizenship status or status as a special disabled veteran, 
recently separated veteran, Vietnam Era veteran, or any other veteran who served in active 
duty during a war or in a campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge has been 
authorized (except in those special circumstances permitted or mandated by law). The 
college is committed to taking affirmative action to employ and advance in employment 
qualified women and members of minority groups identified in state and federal affirmative 
action laws and executive orders, persons with disabilities (including qualified special disabled 
veterans), and veterans of the Vietnam Era. 

This program is free and open to the public due to the 
generosity of the Rhode Island College Lecture Committee. 
Three contact hours are available.

Parking

Faculty Center

D.  “Hazardous Driving” 
   Senior Mobility for the LONG ROAD

Diana Imondi
Traffic Safety Programs Manager, Public Affairs, 
AAA Northeast

10:30-10:45 a.m. -  Refreshments 

11:15-12:00 p.m. -  Workshop Session II

Select from one of the aforementioned workshops 
C or D.

This program is free and open to the public due to 
the generosity of the Rhode Island College Lecture 
Committee. Three contact hours are available.

(conference location)


