Rhode Island College

Department of Psychology

Psychology 110 - Introduction to Psychology

Thomas E. Malloy Ph.D.

Office: Horace Mann 058
Office Hours: Announced in Class
E-Mail: tmalloy@ric.edu
I prefer that students contact me by email so that I have a record of our interaction.
Nature of the Course:  This course will introduce students to theory and research in psychological science.   Emphasis will be placed upon the most important scientific findings in some, though not all, of the sub-disciplines of the field.   

Required Text:  Bernstein, Penner, Clarke-Stewart, and Roy (2011).  Psychology 110: Introduction to Psychology.   Cengage Learning. 
 I collaborated with Cengage Learning to have a book tailored directly to this course in order reduce the cost of the book.   You will notice that chapter numbers range from 1 to 18 but that some chapters are missing (e.g., 9, 11, 13, 15, and 16).   These are topics that I do not cover in this course.   The book is available at the Rhode Island College bookstore.  I will say more about the book in class.
Topics of the Course:

Week                     Topic and Reading                                                  

   1                        Introduction to Psychological Science:  

                              Past and Present
                                      Chapter 1

   2                       Doing Research in Psychological Science  

                                      Chapter 2       

   3                        Neuroscience and Behavior     

                                      Chapter 3     
   4                         Neuroscience and Behavior
                                        Chapter 3
   5                       Sensation and Perception          

                                    Chapters 4 and 5

   6                        Learning                          

                                    Chapter 6 
   7                        Human Development     

                                    Chapter 12   

   8                       Memory and Information Processing

                                     Chapter 7
   9                      Cognitive Abilities 

                                     Chapter 10                           
   10                    Personality 

                                     Chapter 14
   11                     Social Cognition
                                      Chapter 17
   12                     Social Influence 

                                       Chapter 18
   13                      Intergroup Relations and Reconciliation
                                        Lecture Only
  14                       Summary and Integration

                                        Lecture Only
Course Requirements

ATTENDANCE, DEPORTMENT, INTEGRITY
Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes.   Research and my experience show that regular class attendance predicts higher grades on exams and the course.

Cell phones are not to be used during class.   If you must take a call please leave the lecture hall so that you do not disturb other students.  During exams cell phones must be turned off and out of sight. 

Academic integrity is expected in this course and in all courses at Rhode Island College.  Violations are considered very serious.   All students are encouraged to consult the college statement on academic integrity by following the link below.

 http://www.ric.edu/boardOfCollegeDiscipline/pdf/College%20Handbook%20Academic%20Dishonesty.pdf
EXAMS

There will be three exams in the course.  All exams will be objective with a multiple choice format.  Please bring a Number 2 pencil to all exams because responses will be made on answer sheets that will be computer scored.   Exams must be taken at the scheduled time.  In the case of serious illness or an event that precludes taking an exam at the scheduled time, the student must notify the professor prior to the administration of the exam to get approval to miss the exam.  If an exam is missed without prior approval, the exam will not be administered and a grade of zero will be recorded.    
Exam 1 will cover the material from weeks 1 through 5, exam 2 will cover material from weeks 6 through 9, and exam 3 will cover material from weeks 10 and 14.  The professor will announce the exact dates for exams in class and reserves the option of adjusting the material for, or time of, an exam if warranted.  
RESEARCH  EXPERIENCE  REQUIREMENT 

All students are required to fulfill a Research Experience requirement. The requirement is to ensure that introductory psychology students gain some basic familiarity with the scientific activities of psychology and that RIC student and faculty researchers have an opportunity to recruit participants for their studies. Students may choose to participate in actual research studies being conducted here at Rhode Island College and/or may choose an alternative to research participation. All actual (participation) research studies offered for the research experience are approved by the Rhode Island College Institutional Review Board to ensure that participants' welfare is protected. The research participation alternative involves reading or viewing research materials or presentations, learning about the scientific methods/issues and then taking an online quiz to evaluate learning. The professor of this course will NOT know whether any given student participated in a study or an alternative, only that the research experience requirement has been met (or not). 

The total number of research points needed to fulfill the Research Experience requirement in a given semester is 3 research points. Students will earn one (1) research experience (RE) point for each 30 minutes of experience (participation or alternative) time. Students who do not meet the RE point minimum will receive a final course grade deduction of one grade level (for example, B+ to B). Students earning less than 3 points will NOT receive partial credit and will receive the aforementioned final course grade deduction. Students who exceed 3 RE-points will not receive extra course credit but are free to pursue such participation on their own. Students who miss an appointment for research participation or fail to cancel their appointment at least 24 hours in advance may lose their opportunity to participate in the selected study. 

* The Research Experience requirement must be met before December 6 (Thursday), 2012. 

ALL students must register at the Psychology Department's Online Participation website (see link below). Students are advised to register at the Participation website as soon as possible following the start of the semester. After registering, students will find a listing of study participation opportunities and nonparticipation alternatives from which to choose. All students will receive an email in their RIC email accounts with instructions and a link to the Psychology Department's Online Participation website where they can register. 

RIC Psychology Department Online Participation website: 

http://ricpsych.sona-systems.com/ 
Questions? Contact the Research Participation System Administrator: psycpool@ric.edu
Grades: Exams are weighted equally and averaged
Exam 1    1/3 of final grade

Exam 2    1/3 of final grade

Exam 3    1/3 of final grade

A       95% or greater

A-      90-94%

B+     88-89%

B       83-87% 

B-      80-82%

C+     78-79%

C       73-77%

C-      70-72%

D+     68-69%

D        63-67%

D-       60-62%

F          < 60%
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