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 Projects Funded in 
FY 2019 

 

 
Principal Investigator 

 
Title 

 
Sponsor 

 
Anthony Antosh 

 

 University Centers for Excellence 
in Developmental Disabilities 

 Sheltered Workshop Conversion 
Institute 

 Certificate in Community Studies  
 

 

 US HHS 
 

 RI BHDDH 
 

 US Dept. of Ed. 

Lynn Blanchette  Building Long-Term 
Sustainability in State Lifespan 
Respite Programs 

 RI DEA 

Leslie Bogad  Summer Youth Employment 
Opportunities  

 Summer Youth Workshop for 
Teacher Apprentices 

 City of Providence 
 

 City of Providence 

Kalina Brabeck  Mental Health of Adolescents in 
Latino Immigrant Families 
during a Period of Heightened 
Immigration Enforcement 

 Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation 

Christine Connolly/ 
Constance Milbourne 

 Medication Assisted Therapy & 
Treatment of Opiate Users – 
Program Evaluation 

 RI BHDHH  

Emily Cook  RI INBRE:  Daily Negative 
Experiences and Adolescents’ 
Behavioral and Physical Health 

 NIH/URI 

Carol Cummings  Assessing Health Literacy and 
Building Health Literacy Skills in 
Vulnerable Populations 

 RI EOHHS 
 

 

Monica Darcy  RI Veterans Relief Fund 
 

 RI Office of Veterans 
Affairs 

Susan Dell  RI Supports to Students with 
Dual Sensory Impairments 
 

 US Dept. of Ed. 

 
Shannon Dowd-Eagle 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Early Intervention Training and 
Technical Assistance 

 Work Incentives Planning and 
Assistance (WIPA) 

 Leadership Education in 
Neurodevelopmental and other 
Disabilities (LEND) 

 RI DCYF 
 

 US SSA 
 

 US HHS 
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 Projects Funded in 
FY 2019 

 

 
Principal Investigator 

 
Title 

 
Sponsor 

 
 

Shannon Dowd-Eagle 
Cont. 

 National Center for Early 
Childhood Personnel 

 Positive Behavioral Strategies 
for Caregivers 

 Early Childhood Project 

 US ACL 
 

 RI EOHHS 
 

 US DHHS 
 

Claudia Erazo-Conrad 
 

 

 Upward Bound 2019 

 Upward Bound Providence 
Contribution 
 

 

 US Dept. of Ed. 

 City of Providence 
 

Rachel Filinson  RI Geriatric Education Center 
 

 HRSA/URI 

Sharon Galloway  Intergenerational Service 
Learning Program 
 

 RI EOHHS 

Joise Garzon  Scaling Up for Success (YR 3) 
 

 United Way of RI 

Jenifer Giroux 
 
 

 RI-BEST Bridge to College and 
Careers 

 RI Dept of Ed. 
 

Jenifer Giroux/ 
Tonya Glantz/ 

Marianne Raimondo 
 

 

 Recovery through 
Opportunity/Real Jobs 

 

 RI DLT 
 

Breea Govenar  EPSCoR: RII Track 1: Enhancing 
RI’s Coastal Environment to 
Enable Growth in the Blue 
Economy (YR 2) 

 NSF/URI 
 

Eric Hall  RI INBRE: SURF Program 
Coordinator 

 RI INBRE: Repair of Confocal 
Microscope 

 NIH/URI 
 

 NIH/URI 
 

Daniel Harvey  Certificate Studies (Trauma) for 
Continuing Education 
 

 RI EOHHS 

William Holmes  RI INBRE: Effects of N-Terminal 
Acetylation on the Structure 
and Aggregation of Tau  

 NIH/URI 
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 Projects Funded in 
FY 2019 

 

 
Principal Investigator 

 
Title 

 
Sponsor 

Elizabeth Kiesewetter 
 

 RI INBRE:  Functionizable and 
Degradable Polymers for 
Disease Treatment 
 

 NIH/URI 

 
Cara McDermott-Fasy 

 
 

 

 CEEDAR 2.0 
 

 

 RI Dept. of Education 

Jennifer Meade 
 

 Establishing a Five-Year 
BSW/MSW Program 
 

 RI EOHHS 

Jeffrey Mello 
 
 
 

 RISCPA Accounting and 
Financial Industry Collaborative 

 RI DLT 

Suzanne Mello-Stark  GenCyber Cybersecurity 
Summer Camp for High School 
Students 

 NSA/NSF 

Rebeka Merson  Alteration and Renovation Re-
Purpose Biology Laboratory 
Space 

 URI/NIH 

Maria Muccio  McNair Post-Baccalaureate 
Program at Rhode Island 
College 
 

 US Dept. of Education 

Jayashree Nimmagadda  Collaborative Partnership for 
Preventive Mental Health 
Services  

 SBIRT:  Student Training 

 Community Preceptor Project 

 Behavioral Health Workforce 
Education and Training 

 RI SBIRT Training and Resource 
Center (YR 3) 

 RI Foundation 
 

 RI BHDDH 
 

 RI EOHHS 

 HRSA 
 

 RI EOHHS 
 

Jayashree Nimmagadda/ 
Stefan Battle 

 Learning Partnership for 
Children’s Services 
 

 RI DCYF 

Kymberlee O’Brien  RI INBRE:  An Epigenetic 
Investigation of Physiological 
Stress on Health and Cognition 

 NIH/URI 
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 Projects Funded in 
FY 2019 

 

 
Principal Investigator 

 
Title 

 
Sponsor 

 

Medini Padmanabhan 
 
 
 

 Development of Wind Turbine 
Blade Surface Coating to 
Reduce Damage due to 
Lightning 

 Purchase of Optical Microscope 
Objective and Accessories 

 Low Cost, Efficient Next 
Generation Solar Cells for the 
Coming Clean Energy 
Revolution 
 

 Aquanis, Inc. 
 
 
 

 NASA/EPSCoR 
 

 NSF/EPSCoR 

 
Larissa Patterson 

 

 RI INBRE: Mechanisms 
Promoting a Stable Melanocyte 
Phenotype in Zebrafish Larval 
Stripes 

 Genetic Basis of Zebrafish 
Embryonic Melanocyte 
Migration and Pattern 
Formation  

 

 NIH/URI 
 
 
 

 RI Foundation 

Sue Pearlmutter/Lisa 
Smolski 

 

 Medicaid Infrastructure  RI EOHHS 

Marianne Raimondo 
 

 Integrating Behavioral Health 
Services in Housing 
 

 RI Foundation 

Marianne Raimondo/ 
Rachel Filinson 

 

 DEA State Plan on Aging  RI DEA 

Anabela Resende da Maia  RI INBRE:  Neuromuscular 
Control and Feedback in 
Unstable Fish 

 NIH/URI 

Jason Spas  Biobehavioral Regulation to 
Extinguish Smoking while 
Treating another Health Risk 
 

 NIH 
 

Geoff Stilwell  RI INBRE: Detecting SOD1 
Aggregates in a Drosophila 
model of Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis 

 NIH/URI 
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 Projects Funded in 
FY 2019 

 

 
Principal Investigator 

 
Title 

 
Sponsor 

Anika Toorie  RI INBRE: Preconception in 
Maternal Opioid use Induces 
Metabolic Dysfunction in F1 
Progeny 
 

 NIH/URI 
 

 

 

Christina Tortolani  Disseminating Eating Disorder 
Education Treatment 

 RI EOHHS 

Jamie Towle-Weicksel  RI INBRE: A Link to Melanoma: 
Discovering the Role of Pol 
Theta in UV Damage and Repair 
 

 NIH/URI 

Salam Turki  Beyond Curriculum: 8th Grade 
Mathematics Enrichment 
Program 

 Mathematics Assoc. 
 

Benjamin Young  Time-Resolved Mossbauer 
Spectroscopy: A New Tool for 
Investigating Ultrafast 
Dynamics in Solid-State 
Photocatalytic and Photovoltaic 
Materials 

 US Dept. of Energy 
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PI Project Title Total Award % of Total 
Awards 

Carol Cummings Assessing Health Literacy and Building Health 
Literacy Skills in Vulnerable Populations 

$106,021 1% 

Sharon Galloway Intergenerational Service Learning Program 
 

$111,325 1% 

Daniel Harvey Certificate Studies (Trauma) for Continuing 
Education 
 

$29,258 .02% 

Jennifer Meade Establishing a five-year BSW/MSW Program 
 

$125,614 2% 

Jayashree Nimmagadda Collaborative Partnership for Preventive Mental 
Health Services  
 

$199,682 3% 

Jayashree Nimmagadda Community Preceptor Project 
 

$150,000 2% 

Sue Pearlmutter/Lisa 
Smolski 

Medicaid Infrastructure $166,992 2% 

Christina Tortolani Disseminating Eating Disorder Education 
Treatment 
 

$241,148 3% 

    

 TOTAL $1,130,040 14% 
 

 

 
Building Healthier Communities (BHC) is facilitating collaboration across disciplines, campus and 
community to develop capacity in funding and resources that promote healthy communities for all 
Rhode Islanders and support health system transformation. BHC is housed in RIC's Office of 
Sponsored Programs and funded through the RI Executive Office of Health and Human Services as 
part of the Healthcare Workforce Transformation Project. 
 

 

 

 

 

Awards Directly Involved with, or Supported by, Building Healthier 

Communities 

 


