
 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

 
 

RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE PRESENTS 
THE THIRD ANNUAL OPEN BOOKS – OPEN MINDS  

STUDENT CONFERENCE 
 

  Imagination and Exploration 
 

Friday, April 11, 2014 
 
Rhode Island College’s Open Books – Open Minds Program is calling for paper, panel, roundtable, or other creative 
proposals to be presented at our Third Annual Student Conference. Undergraduate and graduate students are eligible to 
submit proposals. Instructors are encouraged to submit collaborative proposals for student panels or innovative formats. 
We invite students to share their writing, research, and creative projects on any topic related to Imagination and 
Exploration, a conference theme that opens a world of possible approaches, including, but not limited to, those inspired 
by the common book, Mat Johnson’s PYM. We welcome submissions from any academic discipline as well as 
interdisciplinary approaches.  
 
This year we especially invite FYS and FYW students and faculty to use their imaginations to create fun ways to present 
their work—through posters or other visual displays, skits or dramatic performances, poetry readings, videos, interactive 
roundtable discussions or paper panels. Explore the possibilities! 
 
See reverse side for topic suggestions. 
 
To submit a proposal, email a 250-word abstract to aduneer@ric.edu, with OBOM PROPOSAL in the subject line. 
We request submissions of proposals generated in fall coursework by January 9. The spring deadline for submissions is 
March 20. 
 
Please include the following with your proposal: 
 
STUDENT SUBMISSIONS  
 The name of the presenter(s) 
 The title of your paper or project 
 Type of presentation: paper, poster, or other 

creative format  
 A 200-250 word abstract (a brief  

 description that concisely identifies  
 your topic and approach) 
 A faculty sponsor (or the name of the 

professor and the course in which you did the 
research) 

 The academic institution and program in 
which you study, if other than RIC 

 

FACULTY SUBMISSIONS  
 The name of the faculty facilitator 
 The names of the student presenters 
 The title of the course in which students have 

researched this topic 
 Type of presentation: panel, poster, or other 

creative format  
 A brief description of the proposed 

presentation (200-250 words) 
 The title of the course in which students have 

researched this topic 
 The academic institution and program in 

which you teach, if other than RIC 

 
Undergraduate papers will be allotted 10-12 minutes each (time for approximately 1000-1250 words or four-five 
pages, double-spaced); graduate student papers will be allotted 15 minutes. We will accept proposals for already-
formed panels (one hour per session) or for individual papers, which we will group by topic. Inquiries about 
presentation ideas are welcome! 

 
 

mailto:aduneer@ric.edu


THE THIRD ANNUAL OPEN BOOKS – OPEN MINDS  
STUDENT CONFERENCE 

 
Imagination and Exploration 

 
Friday, April 11, 2014 

 
The following topics are inspired by the themes of PYM, but conference organizers also welcome any proposals 
connected to the theme Imagination and Exploration.  
 
Anthropology:  Arctic/Island civilizations, legends/monsters, contact zones, mythology and exploration of 
 indigenous or “alien” cultures 
Art and/or Art Education: Thomas Kinkade, Hudson River School, landscape paintings, art/reality, aesthetics,  
 Edgar Allan Poe book illustrations 
Creative Writing: Johnson’s graphic novels, craft 
Education: Teaching race, social responsibility, polar explorations, monsters, mentoring as part of education experience 
Film: Early Arctic film footage and/or films about or set in the Arctic/Antarctic 
Gender and Women’s Studies: Intersections of gender, race, sexuality, and power; performance of masculinity; human-
 alien sexual encounters.  
Geography: Arctic/Antarctic and Pacific island geography, historical maps and the imagination, exploration and 
 mapping. 
History: Racial categorizations, 19th- and 20th century history, Civil Rights, representations of African  Americans in the 
 media and popular culture, genocide (Jim Jones), narratives of adventure and discovery  
Literature: Edgar Allan Poe, PYM and other literature inspired by Poe, genre, identity, art/reality, slave narrative, 
 speculative fiction, adventure and the quest 
Political Science: Race, diversity, post-racialism 
Business and Management:  Corporate entities and naming rights in Pym (Little Debbie, Betty Crocker, Cheetos,   

Karvel’s Dome, Creole Mining Company, “the Jeffree Tube”)  
Philosophy: Hegelian dialectic and Tekeli vs. Tsalal, Master/Slave, ethics 
Psychology: Identity, race, individual vs. group dynamics, the racialized Other (white/black) 
Sociology: Social categories of race, gender, class  
Africana Studies: Race, diversity, post-racialism 
Sciences: Global warming, environmental apocalypse, biosphere project, the hollow earth theory, pseudo-science, 
 race and DNA, exploration 
Theater: Performances related to any of these themes 
Nursing: DNA, identity, nutrition 
First Year Writing: Reader-response, rhetorical analysis, research writing 
First Year Seminar: Any topic on the theme of Imagination and Exploration related to your course 
  
Additional texts and topics: 
- Toni Morrison’s Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination 
- Henry Louis Gates’s The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African American Literary Criticism 
- Other works by Mat Johnson: Incognegro (graphic novel inspired by Walter White) and Dark Rain: A New Orleans 
 Story (graphic novel inspired by Katrina), Hunting in Harlem, The Great Negro Plot: A Tale of Conspiracy and Murder 
 in Eighteenth-Century New York, Drop: A Novel   
- Poe’s The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym (and also Jules Verne and H.P. Lovecraft) 
- Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein 
- Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe 
- Postcolonial literary revisions (e.g., Coetzee’s Foe) 
- Jack London’s The Call of the Wild and White Fang 
- Symmes’s Hollow Earth Theory, Edgar Rice Burroughs 
- Antarctic Research/Arctic Exploration (Ernest Henry Shackleton, early film footage; Matthew Henson, research of S. 
 Allen Counter) 
- Survivalism 
- Global warming and ecological sustainability 
- Zombies/Monsters/Yeti/Bigfoot 
 
 For more ideas for research, see the Adams Library LibGuide: http://ric.libguides.com/pym 

http://ric.libguides.com/pym

