
CALL FOR PAPERS & ROUNDTABLES  - - -  SPRING DEADLINE MARCH 5TH 
 

OPEN BOOKS – OPEN MINDS STUDENT CONFERENCE 
Topic: Julie Otsuka’s When the Emperor Was Divine 

and/or the Japanese-American Internment  
Friday, March 30, 2012 

 
All RIC undergraduate and graduate students are eligible to submit a paper proposal. Instructors are 
encouraged to submit collaborative proposals for student roundtables. Possible research topics related to 
the Japanese-American internment, in dialogue with the 2011-2012 book selection, When the Emperor Was 
Divine:  

! What were the short- and long-term effects of internment on the physical and/or psychological 
health of Japanese-Americans?  

! What was school like for children of the camps? What education was available for Japanese-
Americans inside and outside the camps during the internment and after the war? 

! What was the economic impact of relocation on individuals and their communities? How did 
Japanese-Americans re-imagine and rebuild their communities after the war? 

! In what ways did the history of national debates on Asian immigration and citizenship, from the 
19th-century onward, shape the rhetoric about Japanese-Americans after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor?  

! How are these debates relevant to current rhetoric about immigration? 
! In what ways is the fear of internal threats by Japanese-Americans after Pearl Harbor comparable 

to post-911 fears of Muslim-American communities?  
! How does the internment of Japanese-Americans fit into the larger issue of civil rights in the 

United States? 
! In what ways does the question of Japanese-American identity as expressed in art or literature 

compare to the negotiation of ethnic/cultural/national identities of other immigrant groups in the 
United States? 

! How does Julie Otsuka’s storytelling in When the Emperor Was Divine compare to other literature—
poems, stories, novels, memoirs, plays, and/or films—about the Japanese-American internment?  

! How does the understanding of characters, settings, and conflicts in the novel When the Emperor 
Was Divine help us to understand politics, history, psychology, language, or art? What is the 
connection between art and the world?  

! How has the experience of relocation, internment, and Japanese-American identity been reflected 
in visual art? For links to Roger Shimomura’s artwork, visit www.ric.edu/obom/.  

! For more ideas for research, see the Adams Library LibGuide: http://ric.libguides.com/emperor. 
 

To submit a proposal, email a 250-word abstract to aduneer@ric.edu, with OBOM PROPOSAL in the 
subject line, by March 5, 2012. Papers will be allotted 10 minutes each (time for approximately 1000 words 
or four pages, double-spaced). Panels will be scheduled between 9:00am and 3:00pm in Alger Hall. 
 
Please include the following with your proposal:  
STUDENT SUBMISSIONS  

" The name of the presenter(s) 
" The title of the paper 
" A 200-250 word abstract (a short  

 description that concisely identifies  
 your topic and approach) 

" A faculty sponsor (or the name of the  
 professor and the course in which you 
 did the research)  

FACULTY SUBMISSIONS  
" The name of the faculty facilitator 
" The names of the student panelists 
" The title of the course in which students 

have researched this topic 
" A brief description of the topic for 

discussion (200-250 words)


