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Christian Ideals: The Sermon on the Mount

. I~ I~. Christianity was one of many religions competing for
~ attention in the Roman Empire during the first and

. second centuries.The riseof Christianitymarkeda
fundamental break with the value system of the upper-class
elites who dominated the world of classical antiquity. As
these excerpts from the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel
of Matthew illustrate. Christians emphasized humility. charity,
brotherly love. and a belief in the inner being and a spiritual
kingdom superior to this material world. These values and
principles were not those of classical Greco-Roman civiliza-
tion as exemplified in the words and deeds of its leaders.

. The GospelAccording to Matthew

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a moun-
tainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he
began to teach them saying:

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn: for they will be
comforted.

Blessed are the meek: for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteous-

ness:for they will be filled.
Blessedarethe merciful:for they will beshown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they will see God.
Blessedarethepeacemakers:for they will becalled

sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. . . .

Youhave heard that it was said, "Eye for eye, and
tooth for tooth." But I tell you, Do not resist an evil per-
son. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to
him the other also. . . .

Youhave heard that it was said, "Love your neighbor,
and hate your enemy." But I tell you, Loveyour enemies
and pray for those who persecute you. . . .

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in
and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also. . . .

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. Youcannot serve both God and
Money.

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life,
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you
will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the
body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of
the air; they do not sow or reap to store away in barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they? . . . So do not worry,
saying,What shall we eat? or What shall we drink? or
What shall we wear? For the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.
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Tacitus

THE IMPOSITION OF ONE-MAN RULE

Not aU Romans accepted Augustus' own evaluation of his achievements. In this
reading, the Roman historian Cornelius Tacitus (c. A.D. 55-c. 117) described
how Augustus seduced the Roman people into accepting monarchial rule.

[AugustUS) seduced the army with bonuses,
and his cheap food policy was successful bait
for civilians. Indeed, he attracted everybody's
goodwill by the enjoyable gift of peace. Then
he gradually pushed ahead and absorbed the
functions of the senate, the officials, and even
the law.Opposition did not exist. War or judi-
cial murder had disposed of all men of spirit.
Upper-class survivotSfound that slavish obedi-
ence was the way to succeed, both politically
and financially. They had profited from the
revolution, and so now they liked the security
of the existing arrangement better than the
dangerous uncertainties of the old regime.
Besides, the new order was popular in the
provinces. There, government by Senate and
People was looked upon sceptically as a matter
of sparring dignitaries and extortionate offi-
cials.The legal system had provided no remedy
against these, since it was wholly incapacitated
by violence, favouritism, and-most of all-
bribery.

To safeguard his domination Augustus made
his sister's son Marcellus a priest and an
aedile1-in spite of his extreme youth-and

IAn aedile was a minor municipal magisrrate, responsible
for petry criminal cases, and for the supervision of markets
and public games-gladia.tor combats and chariot races.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

singled out Marcus Agrippa,2 a commoner but
a first-rate soldier who had helped to win his
victories, by the award of two consecutive con-
sulships; after the death of Marcellus, Agrippa
was chosen by Augustus as his son-in-law.
Next the emperor had his stepsons Tiberius
and Nero Dtusus~ hailed publicly as victorious
generals. . . .

At this time there was no longer any fight-
ing--except a war against the Germans. . . . In
the capital the situation was calm. The tides of
officials remained the same. Actium" had been
won before the younger men were born. Even
most of the older generation had come into a
world of civil wars. Practically no one had ever
seen truly Republican government. The coun-
try had been transformed, and there was noth-
ing left of the fine old Roman character.
Political equaliry was a thing of the past; all
eyes watched for imperial commands.

'Marcus Agrippa (c. 6~12 B.C.), Augustus' son-in-law,
was his closest associate and virrually co-emperor; be pre-
deceased Augustus.

3Nero Drusus 08-9 B.C.), one of Augustus' stepsons, was
the father of Emperor Claudius (ruled A.D. 41-54).
4Tbe Battle of A.ctium, foUBht in the sea off we5t-central
Greece, pitted forces of Antony and Cleopatra agailUt
those ofOctavian (Augustus). Octavian's victory gave him
sole control of the R.oman Empire.

1. Describe the functions of a Roman emperor as suggested by the career of Caesar
AugustUS.

2. What constituencies did Caesar AugustuS have to serve?
3. How did Augustus disguise the monarc;hial character of his regime?
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Pico della Mirandola
ORATION ON THE DIGNITY OF MAN

In the ol)lming section of the Oralio", Pico declares that unlike other creatures,
human beings have not been assigned a fixed place in the universe. Our destiny
is not determined by anything outside us. Rather, God has bestowed upon us a
unique distinction: the liberty to determine the form and value our lives shall
acquire. The notion that people have the power to shape their own lives is a key
element in the emergence of the modern outlook.

I have read in the records of the Arabians, rev-
erend Fathers, that Abdala the Samcen,' when
questioned as to what on this stage of the
world, as it were, couJd be seen most worthy
of wonder, replied: "There is nothing to be
seen more wonderful than man." In agreement
with this opinion is the saying of Hermes
Trismegistus: "A great miracle, Asclepius, is
man."Z But when I weighed the reason for

these maxims, the many grounds for tbe ex-
cellence of human nature reported by many
men failed to satisfy me-that man is the in-

-
IAbc.lllla the SaBcen possibly :~rers to the eighth-C1:ntuf)'
A.D. ",riter Abel-Allah Ibn al-MuqafTa.
lAndent writings dealing ",ith magic, alchemy, astrol-
ogy, and occult I,hilosorhy ",ere erroneously auributed tn
an IISsumrcl Egyrtian rriest, Hermes Trismc-gistus. Ascle-
rius "'liS a Greek god nfhellling.
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Unit VI The High Middk Agu Through the Renaissance 109

termediary between creatures, the intimate of
the gods, the king of the lower beings, by tbe
acuteness of his senses, by the discernment of
his reason, and by the light of bis intelligence
the interpreter of nature, the interval between
flXCdeternity and fleeting time, and (as the
Persians say) the bond, nay, rather, the mar-
riage song of the world, on David's [biblical
Icing] testimony but little lower tban the an-
gels. Admittedly great though these reasons
be, they are not tbe principal grounds, that is,
those wbicb may rigbtfully claim for them-
selves the privilege of the highest admiration.
For why sbould we not admire qlore the angels
themselves and the blessed choirs of heaven?
At last it seems to me I have come to un-
derstand why man is the most fortUnate of
creatures and consequently worthy of all ad-
miration and what precisely is that rank which
is his lot in the universal chain of Being-a
rank to be envied not only by brutes but even
by the stars and by minds beyond this world.
It is a matter past faith and a wondrous one.
Why should it not be? For it is on this very
account that man is rightly called and judged
a great miracle and a wonderful creature
indeed.. . .

. . . God the Father, the supreme Architect,
had already built this cosmic bome we behold,
the most sacred temple of His godhead, by the
laws of His mysterious wisdom. The region
above the heavens He had adorned with Intel-
ligences, tbe heavenly spheres He bad quick-
ened with eternal souls, and tbe excrementary
and filthy partS of the lower world He had
filled with a multitUde of animals of every
kind. But, wben the work was finished, the
Craftsman kept wishing that there were some-
one to ponder the plan of so great a work, to
love its beauty, and to wonder at its vastness.
Therefore, when everything was done (as
Moses and Timacus3 bear witness), He finally
took thought concerning the creation of man.
But there was not among His archetypes that

STimaeus, a Greek Pythagorean philosopher, was a central
character in Plato', WuOIU dialogue TimMNs.

- -- --

from which He coUld fashion a new offspring,
nor was there in His ueasurehowes anything
which He might bestow on His new son as an
inheritance, nor was there in the seats of all the
world a place where tbe latter migbt sit to con-
template the universe. All was now complete;
all tbings bad been assigned to tbe higbest, tbe
middle, and the lowest orders. But in its final
creation it was not the part of the Father's
power to fail as though exhausted. It was not
the part of His wisdom to waver in a needful
matter through poverty of counsel. It was not
the part of His kindly love that he wbo was to
praise God's divine generosity in regard to oth-
ers should be compelled to condemn it in re-

gard to himself. :--..
At last the best of artisans (God] ordained

that that creature to whom He had been able
to give nothing proper to himself should have
joint possession of whatever bad been peculiar
to each of the different kinds of being. He
therefore took man as a creature of indetermi-
nate nature and, assigning him a place in the
middle of the world, addressed him thus:
"Neither a fixed abode nor a form that is thine
alone nor any function peculiar to thyself have
we given thee, Adam, to the end tbat accord-
ing to thy longing and according to thy judg-
ment thou mayest have and possess what
abode, what form, and what functions thou
thyself shalt desire. Tbe natUre of all other be-
ings is limited and constrained within tbe
bounds of laws prescribed by Us. Thou, con-
strained by no limits, in accordance with thine
own free will, in whose hand We have placed
thee, shalt ordain for thyself the limits of tby
natUre. We have set tbee at the world's center
that thou mayest from thence more easily ob-
serve whatever is in the world. We have made
tbee neitber of heaven nor of earth, neither
mortal nor immortal, so that with freedom of
choice and with honor, as though the maker
and molder of thyself, thou mayest fashion
thyself in whatever shape tbou shalt prefer.
Thou shalt have the power to degenerate into
the lower forms of life, which are brutish.
Thou shalt have the power, out of thy soul's
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110 Part TWfJ Th, MidJl, Ages

judgment, to be reborn into the higher forms,

,which are divine...o supreme generosity of God the Father, 0
bighest and most marvelous felicity of man! To
bim it is granted to have whatever he choos'es,
to be whatever he wills. Beasts as soon as they
are bom (so says Lucilius}4 bring with them
from their mother's womb all they will ever
possess. Spiritual beings [angels], either from
the beginning or soon thereafter, become what
they are to be for ever and ever. On man when

4Lucilius, a first-cenrury A.D.Roman poet and Stoic phi-
losopher, was a dose friend of Seneca, the philosopher-
dramatist.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

be ame into life the Father conferred the seeds
of alllcinds and the germs of evety way of life.
Whatever seeds each man cultivates will grow
to maturity and bear in him their own fruit. If
they be vegetative, he will be like a plant. If
sensitive, he will become brutish. If rational,
be will grow into a heavenly being. If intellec-
tual, he will be an angel and the son of God.
And if, happy in the lot of no created thing, he
withdraws into tbe center of his own unity, his
spirit, made one with God, in the solitary
darkness of God, who is set above all things,
shall surpass them all.

1. According to Pico della Mirandola, what quality did humans alone possess? What
did its possession allow them to do?

2. Compare Pico's view of the individual with that of Saint Augustine and Innocent
III. .

000005



138 Part TfI)() Th, MjJJ/e Ages

She collected nine beans, a piece of cloth,
some charcoal, several olive leaves which had
been blessed and which stood before the image
of the Virgin Mary, a coin with a cross, and a
grain of salt. With these in her hand she genu-
flected...[before the image] and recited three
times the Pater Noster and the Ave Maria,
spuming the divine prayers composed for tbe
worship of God and his motber the Vtrigin
Mary. Having done this, sbe placed these items
on a piece of linen cloth and slept over them

for three nights. And afterwards, she took
them in her hand and thrice repeated the Pater
Noster and the Ave Maria And thus Gio-
vanna knew that ber futUre husband would not
love her. And so it happened, for after the cele-
bration and the consummation of the mar-
riage, her husband Giovanni stayed with ber
for a few days, and then left ber and has not yet
returned. [Giovanna confessed to these crimes
and was beheaded.]

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. After stripping away the supernarural fearures from the story, what actually took
place here? If the authorities were Dot accusing Giovanna of witchcraft, how would
this affect the status oEher lover, Giovanni? .

2. How do these court records attempt to tie supernatural practices with crimes
against Christianity?

Source: Gene Brucker, cd., Tbt SlXilty DfRI1I4isS4MI Fkwrnu(New Yock: Huper& Row, 1971), 270-273.

Jacob Sprenger and Heinrich Kramer
MALLEUSMALEFICARUM: HOW TO
TORTURE A WITCH (1486)

By the beginning of the fIfteenth century, supernatUral rituals common in
Western society for centuries came under increasing suspicion. As defInitions
of heresy became broader during the late Middle Ages, these riruals and prac-
tices, grouped under the heading of "witchcraft," became the focus of religious
persecution by the Inquisition. Pope Innocent VIII (r. 1484-1492) instructed
tWO Dominican inquisitors to develop a manual on witchcraft. The Malkus
Maleficarum (The Hammer of Witches) provides detailed instructions for the
capture, trial. and execution of people accused of following these practices. Al-
though medieval society traditionally viewed male "sorcerers. as agenu of de-
monic power, women became the predominant target of chis ferocious
holocaust that swept western and central Europe during the sixteenth and sev-
enteenth cenruries. The "Witch Craze" probably killed at least fifty thousand
women until it eventually died out due to the increasing skepticism of the mod-
ern age.
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The method of beginning an examination by
tonure is as follows: First, the jailers prepare
the implements of torrore. then they strip the
prisoner (if it be a woman. she has already been
stripped by other women. upright and of good
report). This stripping is lest some means of
witchcraft may have been sewed into the cloth-
ing-such as often., taught by the Devil, they
prepare from the bodies of unbaptized infants.
[murdered] that' they may forfeit salvation.
And when the implements of tortUre have been
prepared. the judge. both in person and
through other good men :zealous in the faith,
tries to persuade the prisoner to confess the
truth freely; but, if he will not confess. he bids
attendants make the prisoner fast to the strap-
pado or some other implement of tortUre. The
attendants obey forthwith, yet with feigned
agitation. Then, at the prayer of some of those
present. the prisoner is loosed again and is
taken aside and once more persuaded to con-
fess. being led to believe that he will in that
casenot be put to death.

Here it may be asked whether the judge, in
the case of a prisoner much defamed, convicted
both by witnesses and by proofs, nothing be-
ing lacking but his own confession. can prop-
erly lead him to hope that his life will be
spared-when. even if he confess his crime. he
will be punished with death.

It must be answered that opinions vary.
Some hold that even a.witch of very ill repute,
against whom the evidence justifies violent
suspicion. and who, as a ringleader of the
witches. is accounted very dangerous, may be
assured her life. and condemned instead to per-
petUal imprisonment on bread and water. in
case she will give sure and convincing teSti-
mony against other witches; yet this penalty of
petpetual imprisonment must not be an-
nounced to her, bur only that her life will be
spared, and that she will be punished in some
other fashion, perhaps by exile. And doubtless
such notorious witches, especially those who
prepare witch-potions or who by magical
methods cure those bewitched, would be pecu-
liarly suited to be thus preserved, in order to

aid the bewitched or to accuse other witches,
were it not that their accusations cannot be
trusted. since the Devil is a liar. unless con-
firmed by proofs and witnesses.

Others hold, as to this point. that for a time .
the promise made to the witch sentenced to
imprisonment is to be kept. but that after a
time she should be burned.

A third view is. thatthe judge may safely
promise witches to spare their lives, if only he
will later excuse himself from pronouncing the
sentence and will let another do this in his
place....

But if. neither by threats nor by promises
such as these, the witch can be induced to
speak the truth. then the jailers must carry out
the sentence. and tonure the prisoner accord-
ing to the accepted methods. with more or less
of severiry as the delinquent's crime may de-
mand. And. while he is being tortUred, he
must be ques1ioned on the articles of accusa-
tion. and this frequently and persistently. be-
ginning with the lighter charges-for he will
more readily confess the lighter than the heav-
ier. And. while this is being done. the notary
must write down everything in his record of
the trial-how the prisoner is t~nured, on
what poinrs he is questioned. and how he an-
swers.

And note that. if he confesses under the tor-
tUre, he must afterward be conducted to an-
other place, that he may confirm it and certify
that it was not due alone to the force of the tor-
tUre.

But, if the prisoner will not confess the
truth satisfactorily, other sortS of tortures must
be placed before him. with the statement that.
unless he will confess the truth, he must en-
dure these also. But, if not even thus he can be
brought into terror and to the truth. then the
next day or the next but one is to be set for a
continllationof the tortUres-not a repetition,for
they must not be repeated unless new evi-
dences be produced.

The judge must then address to the prison-
ers the following sentence: We, the judge. etc.,
do assign to you, -, such and such a day for
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140 Part Two The MiddleAgu

the continuation of the tortUres, that from
your own mouth the truth may be heard, and
tbar the whole may be recorded by the notary.

And during the interval, before tbe day as-
signed, tbe judge, in person or through ap-
proved men, must in the manner above
described try to persuade tbe prisoner to con-
fess, promising her (if there is aught to be

gained by this promise) that her life shall be
spared.

The judge shall see to it, moreover, that
throughout this interval guards are constantly
with the prisoner, so.that she may not be left
alone; because sbe will be visited by the Devil
and tempted into suicide.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How do the authors justify the use of tortUre?
2. What do these instructions tell you about judicial procedures at this time?

Source: TrlltlSLuitmS tmil Reprinll frtntl th. Origi1lll1$DIlJ'aSD/ EIIT'DpunHulDf1 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania
Press, 1898),3/2:11-13.
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Abbe Emmanuel Joseph Sieyes
"WHAT IS THE THIRD ESTATE?" (1789)

In late 1788 and early 1789 the French were attempting to determine how to
constitute the Estates General, which Louis XVI had ordered convened for the

first time in almost 175 years. The main issue was the composition of the dele-
gations to the traditional three houses (estates) of the Estates General. The con-

servative position, favored by the government and the nobility, maintained that
each house should have an equal number of delegates, should sit and deliberate
separately from the other houses, and ultimately should speak with one voice-
in essence, that each house should have one vote. The obvious inequality of this
position (140,000 nobles with one vote, 180,000 clergy with one vote, and 23.5
IJ:?illion commoners with one vote) galled many with more liberal ideals. One
such critic of this system was the Abbe Emmanuel Joseph Sieyes (1748-1836).
Despite his noble status and high ecclesiastical office, Sieyes identified with the
third estate-that representing the common people of France-and was
elected as a delegate from Paris. As the Revolution became more radical, Sieyes
became more conservative and would later be instrumental in the coup which
placed Napoleon Bonaparte at the head of the French government. In his
polemical pamphlet, Sieyes castigates the "useless" nobility for being leeches on
the body social of France and offers a radical reconceptualization of the politi-
cal and social foundation of the French state and society. His pamphlet enunci-
ates the liberal aspirations of the French middle class. Sieyes's pamphlet has
long been considered a prime source on the political desires of the French
bourgeoisie, used by Marxist historians to indicate the class conflict between

nobility and bourgeoisie. Revisio~t scholars have almost totally rejected the
concept of a "bourgeois revolution" in favor of a broader (if less defined) inter-

pretation that stresses the emergence of a new political culture that destroyed
French absolutism and the society of orders.

What is necessary tbat a nation sbould subsist
and prosper? Individual effort and public func-
tions.

All individual efforts may be included in
four classes: 1. Since the earth and the waters
furnish crude products for the needs of man,
the first class, in logical sequence, will be that
of aU families which devote themselves to agri-
cultural labor. 2. Between the first sale of
products and their consumption or use, a neW
manipulation, more or less repeated, adds to
these products a second value more or less
composite. In this manner human industry
succeeds in perfecting the gifts of nature, and

the crude product increases two-fold, ten-fold,
one hundred-fold in value. Such are tbe efforts
of the second class. 3. Between produCtion and
consumption, as well as between the various
stages of produCtion, a group of intermediary
agents establish themselves, useful both to
producers and consumers; these are the mer-
chants and brokers: the brokers who, compar-
ing incessantly the demands of time and place,
speculate upon the profit of retention and
transportation; merchants who are charged
with distribution, in the last analysis, either at
wholesale or at retail. This species of utility
cbaracterizes the third class. 4. Outside of
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these three classesof productive and useful cit-
izens, who are occupied with'real objects of
consumption and use, there is also need in a so-
ciety of a series of efforts and pains, whose ob-
jects are. directly useful or agreeable to the
individual. This fourth class embraces all those
who stand between the most distinguished and
liberal professions and the less esteemed ser-
vices of domestics.

Such are the efforts which sustain society.
Who puts them forth? The Third Estate.

Public functions may be classified equally
well, in the present state of affairs, under four
recognized heads; the sword, the robe, the
church and the administration. It would be su-
perfluous to take them up one by one, for the
purpose of showing that everywhere the Third
Estate attends to nineteen-twentieths of them,
with this distinction; that it is laden with all
that which is really painful, with all the bur-
dens which the privileged classes refuse to
carry. Do we give the Third Estate credit for
this? That this might come about, it would be
necessary that the Third Estate should refuse'to
fill these places, or that it should be less ready
to exercise their functions. The facts are well
known. Meanwhile they have dared to impose
a prohibition upon the order of the Third Es-
tate. They have said to it: "Whatever may be
your services, whatever may be your abilities,
you shall go thus far; you may not pass be-
yond!" Certain rare exceptions, properly re-
garded, are but a mockery, and the terms
which are indulged in on such occasions, one
insult the more.

If this exclusion is a social crime against the
Third Estate; if it is a veritable act of hostility,
could it perhaps be said that it is useful to the
public weal? Alas! who is ignorant of the ef-
fects of monopoly? If it discourages those
whom it rejects, is it not well known that it
tends to render less able those whom ie favors?
Is ie not understood that every employment
from which free competition is removed, be-
comes dearer and less effective?

In setting aside any function whatsoever to
serve as an appanage for a distinct class among

citizens, is it not to be observed that it is no
longer the man alone who does the work that it
is necessary to reward, but all the unemployed
members of that same caste, and also the entire
families of those who are employed as well as
those who are not? Is it not to be remarked
that since the government has become the pat-
rimony of a particular class, it has been dis-
tended beyond all measure; places have been
created, not on account of the necessities of the
'governed, but in the interests of the govern-
ing, etc., etc.? Has not attention been called to
the fact that tbis order of things, wbich is
basely and-I even presume to say-beastly
respectable with us, when we find it in reading
the History of Ancient Egypt or the accounts
of Voyages to the Indie~,l is despicable, mon-
strous, destructive of all industry, the enemy of
social progress; above all degrading to the hu-
man race in general, and particularly intolera-
ble to Europeans, etc., etc.? But I must leave
these considerations, whicb, if tbey inctease
the importance of the subject and throw light
upon it, perhaps, along with the new light,.
slacken our progteSs.

It suffices here to have made it clear that the
pretended utility of a privileged order for the
public service is nothing more than a cbimera;
that with it all that wbich is burdensome in
this service is performed by the Third Estate;
that without it tbe superior places would be
infinitely better filled; that they naturally
ought to be the lot and tbe recompense of abil-
ity and recognized services, and that if privi-
leged persons have come to usurp all tbe
lucrative and honorable posts, it is a hateful in-
justice to the rank and file of citizens and at
the same time a treason to the public weal.

Who then shall dare to say that the Third
Estate has not within itself all that is necessary
for the information of a complete nation? It is
the strong and robust man who has one arm
still shackled. If the privileged order should be
abolished, the nation would be nothing less,
but something more. Therefore, what is the- '
I The reference bere is to a widely read book of the time
describing the caste system in IndiL
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Third Estate? Everything; but an everything
shackled and oppressed. What would it be
without the privileged order? Everything, but
an everything free and flourishing. Nothing
can succeed without it, everything would be
infinitely better without the others.

It is not sufficient to show that privileged
persons, far from being useful to the nation,
cannot but enfeeble and injure it; it is necessary
to prove further that the noble order does not
enter at all into the social organization; that it
may indeed be a burden upon the nation, but
that it cannot of itself constirute a nation.

In the first place, it is not possible in the
number of all the elementary pans of a nation
to find a place for the cast, of nobles. I know
that there are individuals in great number
whom infirmities, incapacity, incurable lazi.
ness, or the weight of bad habits render
strangers to the labors of society. The exception
and the abuse are everywh~te found beside the
rule. But it will be admitted that the les~there
are of these abuses, the better it will be for the
State. The worst possible arrangement of all
would be where not alone isolated individuals,
but a whole class of citizens should take pride
in remaining motionless in the midst of the
general movement, and should consume the
best part of the product without bearing any
part in its production. Such a class is surely es-
tranged to the nation ~y its indolence.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

The noble order is not less estranged from
the generality of us by its civil and political
prerogatives.

What is a nation? A body of associates, liv-
ing under a common law, and represented by
the same legislarure, etc.

Is it not evidenr thar the ~oble order has
privileges and expenditures which it dares to
call its rights, but w~ich are apart from the
rights of the great body of citizens? It departs
there from the common order, from the com-
mOn law. So its civil rights make of it an iso-
lated people in the midst of the great nation.
This is truly imperiumin imPerio[a state within
the state].

In regard to itS political ~ights, these also it
exercis~s apart. Xchas its special representa-
tives, which ~e not ~rged with securing the
interests "f the people. The body of itS
deputies sit apart; and wheI;lit is assembled in
the' same hall with the deputies of simple citi-
zens, it is nonethel~ss,true that its representa-
tion is essentially distinct and separate: it is a
stranger to the nation, in the first place, by its
origin, since its commission is not derived
from the people; then by its object, which con-
sists of defending not the general, but the par-
ticular interest.

The Third Estate embraces then all that
which belongs to the nation; and all that
which is not the Third Estate, catlnot be re-
garded as being of tbe nation. What is the
Third Estate? It is the whole.

1. What is the tbird estate, according to Sieyes?
2. In wbat ways could Sieyes's pamphlet be wed by either the Marxist or the

revisionist school of interpretation?

Source: Emmaauel Joseph Sieyes, -What Is tbe Third Estate?" in Tramt..till'nS _tJ R.prinu frvm thl OrigiruJ SOlII'm DfEst-
"')fa. HutDr'] {Philadelphia: Uaiversity of Pennsylvania Press, 1898),6:32-35.
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Samuel Smiles

SELF-HELP AND THRIFT

Samuel Smiles (1812-1904) was the most famous messenger of the capitalist
ethic at its best. His father, a Scottish papermaker and general merchant, died
early, leaving his eleven children to fend for themselves. Samuel was appren-
ticed .to a medical office, in due time becoming a physician in general prac-
tice. Turned journalist, he edited the local newspaper in the English city of
Leeds, hoping to cure the ills of society by promoting the social and intelleCtUal
development of the working classes. Leaving his editorial office, he stepped
into railroad management as a friend of George Stephenson, the inventor of the
locomotive and promoter of railroads, whose biography Smiles wrote in 1857.
Two years later he published Self-Help, which had grown out of a lecture to a
small mutUal-improvement society in which people sought each other's help in
bettering their condition. The book was an instant success and was translated
into many languages, including Japanese. Having retired after twenty-one years
as a railway administrator and prolific author, Smiles suffered a stroke caused
by overwork. Recovered, he traveled widely, writing more books about de-
serving but often unknown achievers. All along, he practiced in his personal
life the vinues that he preached. The following selections reveal not only
Samuel Smiles's philosophy of life but also the values inspiring the achieve-
ments of capitalism.

SELF-HELP

MHeavenhelps those who help themselves" is a
well-tried maxim, embodying in a small com-
pass the results of vast human experience. The
spirit of self-help is the root of all genuine
growth in the individual: and, exhibited in the
lives of many, it constitUtes the true source of
national vigour and strength. Help from with-
OUtis often enfeebling in its effectS, but help
from within invariably invigorates. Whatever
is done for men or classes, to a certain eXtent
takes away the stimulus and necessity of doing
for themselves; and where men are subjected to
over-guidance and over-government, the in-
evitable tendency is to render them compara-
tively helpless.

Bven the best institUtions can give a man no
active help. Perhaps the most they can do is, to
leavehim free to develop himself and improve
his individual condition. But in all times men
havebeen prone to believe that their happiness
and well-being were to be secured by means of

institUtions rather than. by their own conduct.
Hence the value of legislation as an agent in
human advancement has usually been much
over-eStimated... . . 000 laws, however strin-
gent, can make the idle industrious, the thrift-
less provident, or the drunken sober. Such
reforms can only be effeCted by means of indi-
vidual action, economy, and self-denial: by
better habitS, cather than by greater rights. . . .

National progress is the sum of individual in-
dustry, energy, and uprightness, as national de-
cay is of individual idleness, selfishness,and vice.
What we aceaccustomed to decty as great social
evils, will, for the most part, be found to be but
the outgrowth of man's own perverted life; and
though we may endeavour to cut them down and
extirpate them by means of Law, they will only
spring up again with fresh luxuriance in some
other form, unless the conditions of pecsonallife
and characteraceradically improved. If this view
be corteCt,then it follows that the highest patri-
otism and philanthropy consist, not so much in
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altering laws and modifying institUtions, as in
helping and stimulating men to elevate and im-
prove themselves by their own free and indepen-
dent individual action.

It may be of comparatively little consequence
how a man is governed from withQut, whilst
everything depends upon how he governs him-
self from within. The greatest slave is not he
who is ruled by a despot, great though that evil
be, but he who is the thrall of his own moral
ignorance, selfishness, and vice. . . .

Smiles's book Thrift published in 1875, re-
states and expands on the themes stressed
in Self-Help.

THRIFT

Every man is bound to do what he can to elevate
his social state, and to secure his independence.
For this purpose he must spare from his means
in order to be independent in his condition.
Industry enables men to earn their living; it
should also enable them to learn to live. Inde-
pendence can only be established by the exer-
cise of forethought, prudence, frugality, and
self-denial. To be just as well as generous, men
must deny themselves. The essence of generos-
ity is self-sacrifice.

The object of this book is to induce men to
employ their means for worthy purposes, and
not to waste them upon selfish indulgences.
Many enemies have to be enc,?untered in ac-
complishing this object. There are idleness,
thoughtlessness, vanity, vice, intemperance.
The last is the worst enemy of all. Numerous
cases are cited in the course of the following
book, which show chacone of the best methods
of abating the curse of Drink is to induce old
and young to practice the virtue of Thrift. . . .

It is the savings of individuals which com-
pose the wealth-in other words, the well-
being-of every nation. On the other hand, it
is the wastefulness of individuals which oc-
casions the impoverishment of states. So that

every thrifty person may be regarded as a pub-
lic benefactor, and every thriftless person as a
public enemy. . . .

. . . All that is great in man comes of la-
bor-greatness in ace, in literarure, in science.
Knowledge- "the wing wherewith we fly to
heaven"-is only acquireq through labor. Ge-
nius is but a capability of laboring intensely: it
is the power of making great and sustained ef-
fotts. Labor may be a chastisement, but it is in-
deed a glorious one. It is worship, duty, praise,
and immottaliry-for those who labor with the
highest aims and for the purest purposes. . ..

. . .Of all wretched men, surely the idle are
the mosne-those whose life is barren of util-

ity, who have nothing to do except to gratify
their senses. Are not such men the most quer-
ulous, miserable, and dissatisfied of all, con-
stantly in a state of ennui [boredom], alike
useless to themselves and to others-mere
cumberers [troublesome occupiers] of the
eaceh,who, when temoved, are missed by none,
and whom none regret? Most wretched and ig-
noble lot, indeed, is the lot of the idlers.

Who have helped the world onward so much
as che workers; men who have had to work
from necessity or from choice? All that we call
progress-civilization, well-being, and pros-
perity-depends upon industry, diligently ap-
plied-from the culture of a barley-stalk to the
construction of a steamship; from the stitching
of a collar to the sculpturing of "the statue that
enchants the world."

All useful and beautiful thoughts, in like
manner, are the issue of labor, of study, of obser-
vation, of research, of diligent elaboration. . . .

By the working-man we do not mean
merely the man who labors wich his muscles
and sinews. A horse can do this. But he is pre-
eminently the working-man who works with
his brain also, and whose whole physical sys-
tem is under the influence of his higher facul-
ties. The man who paints a picture, who writes
a book, who makes a law, who creates a poem,
is -aworking-man of the highest order; not so
necessary to the physical sustainment of the
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community as the plowman or the shepherd,
but not less imp.ortant as providing for society
its highest intellectual nourishment. . . .

But a large proportion of men do not provide
for the future. They do not remember the past.
They think only of the present. They preserve

nothing. They spend all that: they earn. They
do not provide for themselves; they do not pro-
vide for their families. They may make high
wages, but eat and drink the whole of what
they earn. Such people are constantly poor, and
hanging on the verge of destitution. . . .

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What, according to Samuel Smiles, were the key values that should guide the
individual?

2. How did Smiles define success in life?

3. What, in his opinion, were the enemies of individual and national achievement?
4. Do Smiles's writings offer good advice to the poor in the UnIted States today?

Explain why or why not.
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Philipp Scheidemann
BERLIN: "THE HOUR WE
YEARNED FOR"

Philipp Scheidemann (1865-1939), one of the founding fathers of the Weimar
Republic, described Berlin's "martial mood in his memoirs, published in 1929.

At express speed I had recurned to Berlin.
Everywhere a word could be heard the conver-
sation was of war and rumours of war. There

was only one topic of conversation-war. The
supponers of war seemed to be in a great ma-
joricy. Were these pugnacious fellows, young

and old, bereft of their senses? jWerethey so ig-
norant of the horrors of war? . . . Vast crowds

of demonstrators paraded. . . . Schoolboys and
students were there in their thousands; their
bearded seniors, with their Iron Crosses of
1870-71 on their breasts, were there too in
huge numbers.

Treitschke and Bernhardi1 (to say nothing of
the National Liberal beer-swilling heroes)
seemed to have multiplied a thousandfold. Pa-
triotic demonstracjons had an intoxicating ef-
fect and excited the war-mongers to excess. "A
call-like the voice of thunder." Cheers! "In tri-
umph we will smite France to the ground." "All
hail to thee in victor's crown." Cheers! Hurrah!

The counter-demonstrations immediately
organized by tbe Berlin Social Democrats were
imposing, and certainly more disciplined than
the Jingo [extremely nationalistic] proces-
sions, but could not outdo the shouts of the
fire-eaters. "Good luck to him who cares for
truth and right. Stand firmly round the flag."
'"Long live peace!" "SocialistS, close up your
ranks." The Socialist International cheer. The

IBoth Heinrich von Treitschke (see page 293) and Gen-
en! yon Bernhardi glorified war.

patriots were sometimes silenced by the Prole-
tarians; then they came out on top again. This
choral contest. . . weQton for days.

"It is the hour we yearned for-our friends
know that;' so the Pan-German2 papers
shouted, that had for years been shouting for
war. The Post, conducted by von Stumm, the
Independent Conservacjve leader and big In-
dustrial, had thus moaned in aU its columns in
1900, at the fonieth celebration of the Franco-
German War: "Another forty years of peace
would be a national misfoccune for Germany."
Now these firebrands saw the seeds they had
planted ripening. Perhaps in the heads of many
who had been called upon-to make every effort
to keep the peace Bernhardi's words, that "the
preservation of peace can and never shall be
the aim !>fpolitics; had done mischief. These
words are infernally like the secret instruc-
tions given by Bacon von Holstein to the Ger:-
man delegates to the first Peace Conference at
The Hague:

"Foe the State there is no higher aim than
the preservation of its own interests; among
the Great Powers these will not necessarily
coincide with the maintenance of peace, but
cather with the hostile policy of enemies and
rivals...

me Pan-German Associuion, wbose membenhip in-
cluded professon, schoolteadten, journalists, lawyen, and
arinocratS, spread nationalist and racial theories and glo-
rified war as an expression of narional vitality.
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Bertrand Russell

LONDON: "AVERAGE MEN AND
WOMEN WERE DELIGHTED AT
THE PROSPECT OF WAR"

Bertrand Russell (1872-1970), the distinguished mathematician and philoso-
pher, was dismayed by the war fever that gripped English men and women.
During the war Russell was fined and imprisoned for his pacifIstic activities.
The following account is from his autobiography published in 1951 and 1956.

During the hot days at the end of July, I was at
Cambridge, discussing the situation with all
and sundry. I found it impossible to believe that
Europe would be so mad as to plunge into war,
but I was persuaded that, if there was war, Eng-
land would be involved. I felt strongly that
England ought to remain neutral, and I col-
lected the signatUres of a large number of pro-
fessors and Fellows to a statement which
appeared in the Ma7l&huterGuardian to that
effect. The day war was declared, almost all of
them changed their minds. . .. I spent the
evening walking round the streets, especially
in the neighbourhood of Trafalgar Square,
noticing cheering crowds, and making myself
sensitive to the emotions of passers-by. During
this and the following days I discovered to my
amazement that average men and women were
delighted at the prospect of war. I had fondly
imagined what most pacifists contended, that
wars were forced upon a reluCtant population by
despotic and Machiavellian governments. . . .

The first days of the war were to me utterly
amuing. My best friends, such as the White-
heads, were savagely warlike. Men like J. L.
Hammond, who had been writing for years
against participation in a European war, were
swept off their feet by Belgium.

Meanwhile, I was living at the highest possi-
ble emotional tension. Although I did not fore-
see anything like the full disaster of the war, I
foresawa great deal more than most people did.
The prospect filled me with horror, but what
filled me with even more horror was the fact

tha~ the anticipation of carnage was delightful
to something like ninety per cent of the popula-
tion. I had to revise my views on human natUre,
At that "timeI was wholly ignorant of psycho-
analysis, but I arrived for myself at a view of
human passions not unlike that of the psycho-
analysts. I arrived at this view in an endeavour
to understand popular feeling about the War. I
had supposed until that time that it was quite
common for parents to love their children, but
the War persuaded me that it is a rare exc~p-
tion. I had supposed that most people liked
money better than almost anything else, but I
discovered that they like destruction even bet-
ter. I had supposed tbar intellectuals frequently
loved truth, but I fourtd here again that not ten
per cent of them prefer truth to popularity. . . .

. . . As a lover of truth, the national propa-
ganda of all the belligerent nations sickened
me. As a lover of civilization, the retUrn to bar-
barism appalled me. As a man of thwarted
parental feeling, the massacre of the young
wrung my heart. I hardly supposed that much
good would come of opposing the War, but I
felt that for the honour of human nature those
who were not swept off their feet should show
that they stood firm.

On August 15, 1914, the london Nation
publisheda letterwrittenby Russell,part of
which follows.
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. . . Those who saw the London crowds, dur-

ing the nights leading up to the Declaration of
War saw a whole population, hitherto peace-
able and humane, precipitated in a few days.
down the steep slope to primitive barbarism,
letting loose, in a moment, the instincts of ha-
tred and blood lust against which the whole
fabric of society has been raised. "Patriots" in
all countries acclaim this brutal orgy as a Doble
determination to vindicate the right; reason

REVIEW QUESTIONS

and mercy are swept away in one great flood of
hatred; dim abstractions of unimaginable
wickedness--Germany ro USand the French
Russia to the Germans--<:onceal the simpl;
fact that the enemy are men, like ourselves,
neither better nor worse--men who love their
homes and the sunshine, and all the simple
pleasures of common lives.

1. Why was war welcomed as a positive event by so many different peoples?
2. Do you think human beings are aggressive by nature? Explain your answer.
3. Why did the eventS of July and August 1914 cause Bertrand Russell to revise his

views of human nature? Do you agree with his assessment?
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She was beaten by the Japanese barons. All
beat her-for her backwardness: for military
backwardness, for cultural backwardness, for
political backwardness, for industrial back-
wardness, for agricultural backwardness. She
was beaten because to do so was profitable and
could be done with impunity. Do you remem-
ber the words of the pre-revolutionary poet
[Nikolai Nekrassov]: "You are poor and abun-
dant, mighty and impotent, Mother Russia."
These words of the old poet were wellieamed
by those gentlemen. They beat her, saying:
"You are abundant," so one can enrich oneself
at your expense. They beat her, saying: "You
are poor and impotent," so you can be beaten
and plundered with impunity. Such is the law
of the exploiters-to beat the backward and
the weak. It is the jungle law of capitalism.
You are backward, you are weak-therefore
you are wrong; hence, you can be beaten and
enslaved. You are mighty-therefore you are
right; hence, we must be wary of you.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

That is why we must no longer lag behind.
In the past we had no fatherland, nor could

we have one. But now that we have overthrown
capitalism and power is in tbe hands of the
working class, we have a fatherland, and we
will defend its independence. Do you want our
socialist fatherland to be beaten and to lose its
independence? If you do not want tbis you
must put an end to its backwardness in the
sbortest possible time and develop genuine
Bolshevik tempo in building up its socialist
system of economy. There is no other way.That
is why Lenin said during the OCtober Revolu-
tion: "Either perish, or overtake and outstrip
the advanced capitalist countries."

We are fifty or a hundred years behind the
advanced countries. We must make good this
distance in ten years. Either we do it, or they
crush us.

This is what our obligations to the workers
and peasants of the U.S.S.R. dictate co us.

1. Why did Joseph Stalin argue that the tempo of industrialization could not be
slowed down?

2. How important is the idea of "fatherland" to Stalin?

Adolf Hitler
MEIN KAMPF

In November 1923, Hitler attempted to overthrow the state government in
Bavaria as the lust step in bringing down the Weimar Republic. But the Nazis
quickly scattered when the Bavarian police opened ltte. Hider was arrested
and sentenced to five years' imprisonment-he served only nine months. While
in prison, Hider wrote Mein Kampf (M, Struggle) in which he presented his
views. The book came to be regarded as an authoritative expression of the Nazi
world-view and served as a kind of sacred writing for the Nazi movement.

Hider's thought-a patchwork of nineteenth-cenrory anti-Semitic, Vo1kish,
Social Darwinist, and anti-Marxist ideas-contrasted sharply with the core val-
ues of both the Judeo-Christian and the Enlightenment traditions. Central to
Hider's world-view was racial mythology: a heroic Germanic race that was de-
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scended from the ancient .Aryans who once swept across Europe, and was bu-
ding for survival against racial inferiors. In the following passages excerpted
from Me;" Kampf, Hider presents his views of race, of propaganda. and of the
National Socialist territorial goals.

THE PRIMACY OF RACE

Nature does not want a pairing of weaker indi-
viduals with stronger ones; it wants even less a
mating of a higher race with a weaker one.
Otherwise its routine labors of promoting a
higher breed lasting perhaps over hundreds of
thousands of years would be wiped out.

History offers much evidence for this proc-
ess. It proves with terrifying clarity that any
genetic mixture of Aryan blood with people of
a lower quality undermines the culturally su-
perior people. The populatioo of North Amer-
ica consistS to a large extent of Germanic
elementS, which have mixed very little with in-
ferior people of color. Central and South Amer-
ica shows a different humanity and culture;
here Latin immigrants mixed with the aborig-
ines, sometimes on a large scale. This example
alone allows a clear recognition of the effectsof
racial mixtures. Remaining racially pure the
Germans of North America rose to be masters
of their continent; they will remain masters as
long as they do not defile their blood.

The result of mixing races in short is: a) low-
ering the cultural level of the higher race;
b) physical and spiritual retrogression and
thus the beginning of a slow but progressive
decline.

To promote such a developmeot means no
less than committing sin against the will of the
eternal creator. . . .

Everything that we admire on earth-sci-
ence, technology, invention-is the creative
product of only a few people, and perhaps orig-
inally of only rmerace; ow: whole culture de-
pends upon them. If they perish, the beauties
of the earth will be buried. . . .

All great cultureS of the past perished be-
cause the original creative race was destroyed
by the poisoning of its blood.

Such collapse always happened because pe0-
ple forgot that all cultures depend on human
.beings. In order to preserve a given culture it is
necessary to preserve the human beings who
created it. Cultural preservation in this world
is tied to the iron law of necessity and the right
to victory of the stronger and better. . . .

If we divide humanity into three categories:
into founders of culture, bearers of culture, and
destroyers of culture, the Aryan would un-
doubtedly race first. He established the foUD-
dations and walls of all human progress. . . .

The mixing of blood and the resulting low-
ering of racial cohesion is the sole reason why
cultures perish. People do not perish by defeat
in war, but by losing the power of resistance
inherent in pure blood.

All that is not pure race in this world is
chaff.. ..

A state which in the age of racial poisoning
dedicates itself to the cultivation of its beSt
racial elements will one day become master of
the world.

Modern anti-Semitism was it powerful leg-
acy of the Middle Ages and the unsettling
changes brought about by rapid industrial-
ization; it was linked to racist doctrines that
asserted the Jews were inherently wicked
and bore dangerous racial qualities. Hitler
grasped the political potential of anti-Semi-
tism: by cOhcentrating all evil in one enemy,
he could provide non-Jews with an emo-
tionally satisfying explanation for all their
misfortunes and thus manipulate and unify
the German people.

ANTI-SEMITISM

The Jew offers the most powerful contrast to
the Aryan Despite all their seemingly
intellectual qualities the Jewish people are
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without true cultUre, and especially:without a
culture of their own. What Jews seem to pos-
sess as culture is the. property of others, for the
most part corrupted in their hands.

In judging the Jewish position in regard to
human culture, we have to keep in mind their
essential characteristics. There never was-and
still is no--Jewish art. The Jewish people
made no original contribution to the two
queen goddesses of all arts: architecture and
music. What they have contributed is bowd-
lerization or spiritUal theft. Which proves that
Jews lack the very qualities distinguishing cre-
ative and culturally blessed races. . . .

The first and biggest lie of Jews is that Jew-
ishness is not a matter of race but of religion,
from which inevitably follow even more lies.
On~ of them refers to the language of Jews. It
is not a means of expressing their thoughts,
but of hiding them. While speaking French a
Jew thinks Jewish, and while he cobbles to-
gether some German verse, he merely expresses
the mentality of his people.

& long as the Jew is not master of other
peoples, he must for better or worse speak their
languages. Yet as soon as the others have be-
come his servants, then all should learn a uni-
versal language (Esperanto for instance), so
that by these means the Jews can cule more
easily.. . .

For hours the blackhairedJewish boy lies in
wait, with satanic joy on his face, for the un-
suspecting girl whom he disgraces with his
blood and thereby robs her from her people.
He tries by all means possible to destroy the
racial foundations of the people he wants to
subjugate.

But a people of pure race conscious of its
blood can never be enslaved by the Jew; he re-
mains forever a ruler of bastards.

Thus he systematically attempts to lower
racial purity by racially poisoning individuals.

In politics he begins to replace the idea of
democracy with the idea of the diCtatorship of
the proletariat.

He found his weapon in the organized Marx-
ist masses, which avoid democracy and instead

help him to subjugate and govern people dic-
tatorially. with his brutal fists.

Systematically he works toward a double
revolu.tion, in economics and politics.

With the help of his international contacts
he enmeshes people who effectively resist his
attacks from within in a net of external ene-
mies whom he incites to war, and, if necessary,
goes on to unfurling the red flag of revolution
over the battlefield.

He batters the national economie~ until the
ruined state enterprises are privatized and sub-
ject to his financial control.

In politics he refuses to give the state the
means for its self-preservation, destroys the
bases of any national self-determination and
defense, wipes out the faith in leadership, den-
igrates the historic past, and pulls everything
truly great into the gutter.

In cultural affairs he pollutes art, literacure,
theatre, befuddles national sentiment, subverts
all concepts of beauty and grandeur, of noble-
ness and goodness, and reduces people to their
loweSt nature.

Religion is made ridiculous, custom and
morals are declared outdated, until the last
props of national character in the battle for
survival have collapsed. . . .

Thus theJew is the bigrabble-rollserfor thecom-
pletedestruaionof Germany. Wheretltrin theworld
we read abollt attacks on Germany,Jews are the
source,just as in peaceand dJlring the war the news-
papers of both the Jewish stock market ana the
Marxists systematicallyincitedhatredagainst Ger-
many. COllntryafter countrygaw liPits neutrality
and joined the world war coalitionin disretard of
the trtleinterestof thepeople.

Jewish thinking in all this is clear. The Bol-
shevization of Germany, i.e., the destruction of
the German national people-oriented intelli-
gentsia and thereby the exploitation of Ger-
man labor under the yoke of Jewish global
finance are but the prelude for the expansion of
the Jewish tendency to conquer the world. As
so on:en in history, Germany is the rurning
point in this mighry struggle. If our people
and our state become the victims of blood-
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thirsty and money-thirsty Jewish tyrantS, the
whole world will be enmeshed in the tenta-
cles of this octopw. If, however, Germany lib-
erates itself from this yoke, we can be sure that
the greatest threat to all humanity bas been
broken.. . .

Hitler was a master propagandist and
advanced his ideas on propaganda tech-
niques in Mein Kampf. He mocked the
learned and book-oriented German liberals
and socialists who he felt were entirely un-
suited for modern mass politics. The suc-
cessful leader, he said, must win ,over the
masses through the use of simple ideas and
images, constantly repeated, to control the
mind by evoking primitive feelings. Hitler
contended that mass meetings were the
most effective means of winning followers.
What counted most at these demonstra-
tions, he said, was will power, strength, and
unflagging determination radiating from the
speaker to every single individual in the
crowd.

PROPAGANDA AND
MASSRALLIES

The task of propaganda does not lie in the sci-
entific training of individuals, but in directing
the masses toward certain facts,.events, neces-
sities, etc., whose significance is to be brought
to their attention.

The essential skill consists in doing this so
well that you convince people about the reality
of a fact, about the necessity of an event, about
the correctness of something necessary,etc. . . .
You always have to appeal to the emotions and
far less to the so-called intellect. . . .

The art of propaganda lies in sensing the
emotional temper of tbe broad masses, so that
you, in psychologically effectiveform, can catch
their attention and move their hearts. . . .

The attention span of the masses is very
short, their understanding limited; they easily
forget. For that reason all effective propaganda
has to concentrate on very few points and drive

them home through simple slogans, until even
the simplest can grasp what you have in mind.
As soon as you give up this principle and be-
come too complex, you will lose your effective_
ness, because the masses cannot digest and
retain what you have offered. You tbereby
weaken your case and in the end lose it
altogether.

The larger the scope of your case, the more
psychologically correct must be the method of
yourpresentation.. . . .

The task of propaganda lies not in weighing
right and wrong, but in c;lriving home your
own point of view. You cannot' objectively ex-
plore the facts that favor others and present
them in doctrinaire sincerity to the masses.
You have to pwh relendessly your own case. . . .

Even the most brilliant propaganda will
not produce the desired results unless it fol-
lows this fundamental rule: You must stick
to limiting yourself to essentials and repeat
them endlessly. Persistence on this point, as
in so many other cases in the world, is the
first and most important precondition for
success.. . .

Propaganda does not exist to furnish ineer-
esting diversions to blase young dandies, but
to convince above all the masses. In their
clumsiness they always require a long lead be-
fore they are ready to take notice. Only by
thousandfold repetition will the simplest con-
cepts stick in their memories.

No variation of your presentation should
change the content of your propaganda; you a1-
ways have to come to the same conclusion. You
may want to highlight your slogans from vari-
ow sides, but at the end you always have to
reaffirm it. Only consistent and uniform pro-
paganda will succeed. . . .

Every advertisement, whether in business or
politics, derives its success from its persistence
and uniformiry. . . .

Th, mass meeting is . . . n«essary htcause an in-
cipient supporter of a new political movl17lentwill
fell 10n,ly and anxiously isolated. H, needsat th,

start a 1m!' of a larger community which among
mostpeopl,produces vitality and courage.The same
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man as member of a military company or bat-
talion and surrounded by his comrades will
more lightheartedly join an attack than if he
were all by himself. In a crowd he feels more
sheltered, even if reality were a thousandfold
against him.

The sense of community in a mass demon-
stration not only empowers the individual, but
also promotes an esprit de corps. The person
who in his business or workshop is the first to
represent a new political creed is likely to be
exposed to heavy discrimination. He needs the
reassurance that comes from the conviction of
being a member and a fighter in a large
comprehensive organization. The sense of this
organization comes first to him in a mass
demonstration. When be for the first time goes
from a petty workshop or from a large factory,
where be feels insignificant, to a mass demon-
stration surrounded by thousands and thou-
sands of like-minded fellows-when he as a

seeker is gripped by rhe intoxicating surge of
enthusiasm among three or four thousand oth-
ers-when the visible success and the consen-
sus of thousands of others prove the correctness
of his new political creed .and for the first time
arouse doubts about his previous political con-
victions-then he submits to the miraculous
influence of what we call "mass suggestion."
The will, the yearning, and also the power of
thousands of fellow citizens now fill every in-
dividual. The man who full of doubts and un-
cettain enters such a gathering, leaves it
inwardly strengthened; he has become a mem-
ber of a community. . . .

Hitler was an extreme nationalist who
wanted a reawakened, racially united Ger-
many to expand eastward at the expense
of the Slavs, whom he viewed as racially
inferior.

LEBENSRAUM

A people gains its freedom of existence only by occu-
pying a sufficiently large space on earth. . . .

If the National Socialist mwement really wants
to achitllt a hallowed mission in history for ollr
people, it mIIst, in painflll awareness of its posi-
tion in the world, boldly and methodically fight
against the aimlessness and incapacity which have

hitherto pitkd theforeign po/icy of the German peo-
ple. It mllst then, without respectfor IItradition" and

prejudice, find the courage to rally the German peo-
ple to a forceful advance on the road which leads
from their present cramped /iving space to new ter-
ritories. In this manner they will be liberated from
the danger of perishing or being enslaved in strflice
to others.

The National Socialist movement must try to end
the disproportion between our numerous population
and its limited /iving space, the source of our food
as well as the base of our power-between our
historic past and the hopelessness of our present
impotence.. . .

The demand for restoring the boundaries of 1914
is a political n07lJensewith consequencessohuge as to
make it appeara crime-quite apart from thefact
that our pre-war boundaries were anything but logi-

cal. They neither united all people of German na-

tionality nor served strategic-political necessity. . . .
In the ligbt of this fact we National Social-

iSts must resolutely stick to our foreign policy
goals, namely to securefor the Germanpeoplethe
territorial baseto which they are entitled. This is
the only goal which before God and our Ger-
man posteriry justifies shedding our blood. . . .

Just as our forebears did not receive the soil
on which we live as a gift from beaven-they
had to risk their lives for it-so in future we

will not secure the living space for our people
by divine grace, but by the might of the victo-
rious sword.

However much all of us recognize the neces-
sity of a reckoning with France, it would re-
main ineffectual if we thereby limited the
scope of our foreign policy. It makes sense only
if we consider it as a rear-guard action for
expanding our living space elsewbere in
Europe.. . .

If we speak today about gaining territory in
Europe, we think primarily of Russia and its
border states. . . .
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Nazi German Government

THE CENTERPIECE OF NAZI RACIAL
LEGISLATION: THE NUREMBERG LAWS
(1935)

The guiding ideology of the Nazi movement was provided, of course, by Adolf
Hider (l889-l945) and outlined in his Mein Kampf(a hybrid memoir and polit-
ical manifesto that he dictated in prison following the failed attempt to over-
throw the Bavarian state government in 1924). In addition to his virulent

hatred of the Versailles settlement, Hitler emphasized two main tenetS: lebm-
sraum (living space) and racial purity. His fIXation on racial purity derived from
his early introduction to social Darwinism and anti-Semitism in Vienna before
World War I. Hitler believed that the racially superior Germanic race was be-
ing polluted by intermarriage with non-Germans, by definition inferior, espe-
cially Jews. Moreover, the "inferior races" were reproducing at a higher rate
than were the Germans. This is the genesis of his determination not only to an-
nihilate the Jews (and others) but also to increase the size of the racially pure
German population. The Jews were particularly targeted by Hider and the
Nazis with if not positive support at least passive acceptance by a substantial
portion of the German population. Throughout the 1920s, gangsof Nazis
("Brown ShirtS") frequently and viciously attacked Jews, both in their person
and their property. Once the Nazis were in power, attacks on Jews became
more legalistic: Jews were excluded from government jobs and licensed profes-
sions (law, medicine, etc.), and ultimately stripped of their German citizenship.
The Nuremberg laws, which defined who a Jew was, were a major step on the
path to the Final Solution; as Hitler's plan to eradicate European Jewry was
known. The Holocaust that ensued claimed the lives of six million Jews.
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ARTICLE 5

1. .AJew is anyone who descended from at
least three gmndparentS who were racially full
Jews.Article 2, par. 2, second sentencewill apply.

2. .A Jew is also one who descended from
tWOfull Jewisb parents, if: (a) he belonged to
the Jewish religious community at tbe time
this law was issued, or who joined the commu-
nity later; (b) he was married to a Jewish per-
son, at the time the law was issued, or married
onesubsequently; (c) he is the offspring from a
marriage with a Jew, in tbe sense of Section I,
whichwascontracted after the Law for the Pro-
tection of German Blood and German Honor
becameeffective.. .; (d) he is the offspring of an
extramarital relationship, with a Jew, accord-
ing to Section I, and will be born OUtof wed-
lock after July 31,1936....

LAW FOR THE PROTECTION OF
GERMAN BLOOD AND GERMAN
HONOR OF 15 SEPTEMBER 1935

Thoroughly convinced by the knowledge that
the purity of German blood is essential for the
furthet existence of the German people and an-
imated by the inflexible will to safe-guard the
German nation for the entire future, the Re-
ichstag has resolved upon the following law
unanimously, which is promulgated herewith:

SECTION 1

1. Marriages betWeen Jews and nationals of
German or kindred blood are forbidden. Mar-

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

riages concluded in defiance of this law are
void, even if, for the purpose of evading this
law, they are concluded abroad....

SECTION 2

Relation[s] outside marriage betWeenJews and
nationals of German or kindred blood are for-
bidden.

SECTION 3

Jews will not be permitted to employ female
nationals of German or kindred blood in their
household.

SECTION 4

1. Jews are forbidden to hoist the Reich and
national flag and to present the colors of the
Reich....

SECTION 5

1. A.person who acts contrary to the prohi-
bition of section 1 will be punished with hard
labor.

2. A.person who acts contrary to the prohi-
bition of section 2 will be punished with im-
prisonment or with hard labor.

3. A person who acts contrary to the provi-
sions of sections 3 or 4 will be punished with
imprisonment up to a year and with a fine or
with one of these penalties....

1. In these laws, how do the Nazis define who aJew is?Why?
2. How do the Nazis intend to purify German blood?
3. How does this legislation conform to Hider's racial theories? How does it conform

to socialDarwinism?

Source: u.s. Chief' of Counsel for the Prosecution of Axis Criminality, N..u CDNpir«y aM Aarwitm (Washington,
D.C.:'U.S. Government Printing Office, 1946), vol. 4, doc. DO.1417-PS, 8-10; vol. 4, doc. no. 2000.PS, 6~6-6~8.
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Frantz Fanon

THE EVILS OF COLONIALISM

One of the keenest modern critics of colonialism was Frantz Fanon
(1925-1961). A black from the French West Indies, Fanon was familiar with

racial discrimination, and he was influenced by Marxism. He was trained in
France as a psychiatrist and decorated for valor in World War II. In the 1950s

he sided with the Algerian rebels in their fight for independence from France
and became an embatded advocate of Mriean decolonization. In his book The

Wretched of the Earlh, published in 1961 when colonial rule in Africa, although
on the waqe, still persisted, he examined the relations between the colonial
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masters and their subject peoples with the keen eye of a psychoanalyst. Reflect-
ing the tensions built up under colonialism and the fury of the Algerian war.
Fanon focused on the oppressive and dehumani2:ing aspects of imperialism. He
did not even spare the Christian churches from criticism. although they had of-
ten trained those who eventually led the anticolonial snuggles.

Fanon also anticipated, the ambitions of the emerging African leaders. As be
observed. "The colonised man is an envious man'" who wanted what the mas-
ters possessed-wealth and power in an independent state. Rejection of colo-
nial domination did not rule out imitation of the colonial masters' way of
life-an attirude that sometimes brougbt a new dependence. branded as neo-
colonialism. Yet tbe memory of colonial exploitation tbat Fanon so vividly de-
scribed persists. kept alive by the poverty and powerlessness of the new
African states. In the following passage from The Wretched of the Earth, Fanon
starkly compares the twO realms of the colonial world: ruler and ruled.

The colonial world is a world cut in two. The
dividing line, the frontiers. are shown by bar-
racks and police Stations. In tbe colonies it is
the policeman and the soldier who are the offi-
cial, instituted go-betweens, and spokesmen of
the settler and his rule of oppression. In capital-
ist societies the educational system, whether lay
or clerical, the structure of moral reflexes
handed down from father to son, the exemplary
honesty of workers who are given a medal after
fifty years of good and loyal service, and the af-
fection which springs from harmonious rela-
tions and good behaviour-all these esthetic
expressions of respect for the established order
serve to create around the exploited person an
atmosphere of submission and of inhibition
which lightens the task of policing consider-
ably. . . . In the colonial countries . . . the po-

liceman and the soldier. by their immediate
presence and their frequent and direct action,
maintain contact with the native and advise
him by means of rifle-butts and napalm not to
budge. It is obvious here that the agents of gov-
ernment speak the language of pure force. . . .

The zone where the natives live is not com-
plementary to the zone inhabited by the set-
ders. The two zones are opposed, but not in
the service of a higher unity. . . .

. . . No conciliation is possible, for of the two
terms, one is superfluous. The settlers' town is a
strongly-built town, all made of stone and
steel. It is a brightly-lit town; the streetS are

covered with asphalt, and the garbage-caos
swallow all the leavings, unseen, unknown and
hardly thought about. . . . The settler's town is
a well-fed town, an easy-going town; its belly is
always full of good things. The settler's town is
a town of white people, of foreigners.

The town belonging to the colonised people,
or at least the native town, the negro village,
the medina,l the reservation, is a place of ill
fame, peopled by men of evil repute. They are
born there, it matters little where or how; they
die there. it matters not where, nor how. It is a
world without spaciousness; men live there on
top of each other, and their huts are built one
on top of the other. The native town is a hun-
gry town, starved of bread, of meat, of shoes, of
coal, of light. The native town is a crouching
village, a town on its knees, a town wallowing
in the mire. It is a town of niggers and dirty
arabs. . . . The look that the native turns on the
setder's town is a look of lust, a look of envy; it
expresses his dreams of possession-all manner
of possession: to sit at the settler's table, to
sleep in the settler's bed, with his wife if possi-
ble. The colonised man is an envious man. And
this the settler knows very well; when their

tTbe term _tUlIlI here connotes . quarrer of . Nortb
Mrican city inhabited by indigenous people; the Saudi
.Arabian city of Medina is tbe sacred center of the Islamic
faitb.
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glances meet he ascertains bitterly, always on
the defensive "They want to take our place." It
is ttUe, for there is no native who does not
dream at least once a day of setting himself up
in the settler's place.

This world divided into compartments, this
world cut in two is inhabited by two different
species. . . . When you examine at close quar-
ters the colonial context, it is evident that what
parcels out the. world is to begin with the fact
of belonging to or no~ belonging ~o'a given.
race, a giveo, species. In the colotiies. . . . you
are rich bepiuse you are white, you are white
beQluseyou are rich. . . .

. . , As if to show ttle totalitarian character of
colOl~ialexploitation ~e setder paints the na-
tive as a sort of quintessence of evil. . . . Native
SQCieryis n~t simply described as a society lack.
il1~.il!-~ues. I~ is not enough for the colonist
ta affi~m that those values have disappeared
fro~, o!=Still better n~ver ex:ist~ in, the colo-

.nial world. The native is declared insensible to

- ---

ethics; he represents not only the absence of
values, but also the negation of values. He is,
let us dare to admit, the enemy of values, and in
this sense he is the absolute evil. . . .

. . . I speak of the Christian religion, and no
one need be astonished. The Church in the
colonies is the white people's Church, the for-
eigner's Church. She does not call the native to
God's ways but to the ways of the white man,
of the master, of the oppressor. . . .

. . . [Colonialism] dehumanises the native, or
to speak plainly it tUms him into an animal. In
fact, the terms the settler uses when he men-
tions the native are zoological terms. He speaks
of the yellow man's reptilian motions, of the
stink of the native quarter, of breeding swarms,
of foulness, of spawn, of gesticulations. When
the setder seeks to describe the native fully in
exact terms he constantly refers to the bestiary.
The . . . native, who knows wnat is in the mind
of the setder, guesses at once what he is think-
ing of.
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Simone de Beauvoir
THE SECOND SEX

Simone de Beauvoir (1908-1986), the French philosopher and feminist, pub-
lished The SecDnd Sex in 1949. It described the role of women in a traditional

society, in which the majority of women were married, depended on men for
their role in society, and were tied to their home and their children; only a mi-
nority of women (including the author) led independent lives. De Beauvoir
traced the role of women through history and through their contemporary life
cycle as evidence for her thesis: because the forces of social tradition are con-

trolled by men, women have been relegated to a secondary place in the world.
In the excerpts that follow, de Beauvoir argues that despite considerable

change in their social status, women of her time are still prevented from be-
coming autonomous individuals and taking their places as men's equals. Mar-
riage was still expected to be women's common destiny, with their identity
def'med in relation to their husbands. In discussing the status of newly inde-
pendent women, de Beauvoir implied that because of their failure to escape the
psychological trap of secondary status, they lacked confidence and creativity in
their work. .
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. . . Woman has always been man's dependant,
if not his slave; the two sexes have never shared
tbe wocld in equality. And even today woman
is heavily handicapped, though her sitUation is
beginning to change. Almost nowhere is her
legal status the same as man's, 'and frequently
it is much to ber disadvantage. Even when her
rigbts are legally recognized in the abstract,
long-standing custom prevents their full ex-
pression in the mores. In the economic sphere
men and women can almost be said to make up
two castes; other things being equal, the for-
mer hold the better jobs, get higher wages, and
have more opportunity for success than their
new competitors. In industry and politics men
have a great many more positions and they mo-
nopolize the most important posts. In addition
to all this, they enjoy a traditional prestige
that the education of children tends in every
way to support, for the present enshrines the
past-and in the past all history has been made
by men. At the present time, when women are
beginning to take part in the affairs of the
world, it is still a world that belongs to men-
they have no doubt of it at all and women have
scarcely any. To decline to be the Other, to
refuse to be a party to the deal-this would be
for women to renounce all the advantages con-
ferred upon them by their alliance with the su-
perior caste. Man-the-sovereign will provide
woman-the-liege with material protection and
will undertake the moral justification of her
existence; tbus she can evade at once both eco-
nomic risk and the metaphysical risk of a lib-
erty in which ends and aims must be contrived
without assistance. Indeed, along with the eth-
ical urge of each individual to affirm his sub-
jective existence, there is also the temptation
to forgo liberty and become a thing. This is
ao inauspicious road, for he who takes it-
passive, lost, ruined-becomes henceforth the
creatUre of another's will, frustrated in his
transcendence and deprived of every value. But
it is an easy road; on it one avoids the strain in-
volved in undertaking an authentic existence.
When man makes of woman the Other,he may,

then, expect to manifest deep-seated tenden-
cies towards complicity. Thus, woman may fail
to lay claim to the statUSof subject because she
lacks definite resources, because she feels the
necessary bond that ties her to man regardless
of reciprocity, and because she is often very
well pleased with her role as the Olher. . . .

Marriage is the destiny traditionally offered
to women by society. It is still true that most
women are married, or have been, or plan to be,
or suffer from not being. The celibate woman
is to.be explained and defined with reference to
marriage, whether she is frustrated, rebellious,
or even indifferent in regard to that institu-
tion. We must therefore continue this study by
analysing marriage.

Economic evolution in woman's situation is
in process'of upsetting the instirution of mar-
riage: it is becoming a union freely entered
upon by the consent of two independent per-
sons; the obligations of the two contracting
parties are personal and reciprocal; adultery is
for both a breach of contract; divorce is obtain-
able by the one or the other on the same con-
ditions. Woman is no longer limited to the
reproductive function, which has lost in large
part its character as natural servitude and has
come to be regarded as a function to be volun-
tarily assumed; and it is compatible with pro-
ductive labour, since, in many cases, the time
off required by a pregnancy is taken by the
mother at the expense of the State or the
employer. In the Soviet Union marriage was
for some years a contract between individuals
based upon the complete liberty of the hus-
band and wife; but it would seem that it is now
a duty that the State imposes upon them both.
Which of these tendencies will prevail in the
world of tomorrow will depend upon the gen-
eral structure of society, but in any case male
guardianship of woman is disappearing. Nev-
ertheless, the epoch in which we are living is
still, from tbe feminist point of view, a period
of transition. Only a part of the female popula-
tion is engaged in production, and even those . ;

who are belong to a sociecy in which ancient .,t:.1~~
.....
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forms and antique values survive. Modern mar-
riage can be understood. only in the light of a
past that tends to perpetUate itself.

Marriage has always been a very different
thing for man and for woman. The tWOsexes
are necessary to each other, but this necessiry
has never brought about a condition of reci-
procity betWeen them; women, as we have seen,
have n~r constituted a caste making exchanges
and contracts with the male caste upon a foot-
ing of equality. A man is socially an indepen-
dent and complete individual; he is regarded
first of all as a producer whose existence is jus-
tified by the work he does for the group: we
have seen why it is that the reproductive and
domestic role to which woman is confined has
not guaranteed her an equal dignity. Certainly
the male needs her; in some primitive groups it
may happen that the bachelor, unable to man-
age his existence by himself, becomes a kind
of outcast; in agticultural societies a woman
co-worker is essential to the peasant; and for
most men it is of advantage to unload certain
drudgery upon a mate; the individual wants a
regular sexual life and posterity, and the State
requires him to contribUte to its perpetuation.
But man does not make his appeal directly to
woman herself; it is the men's group that al-
lows each of its members to find self-fulfilment
as husband and father; woman, as slave or vas-
sal, is integrated within families dominated by
fathers and brothers, and she has always been
given in marriage by certain males to other
males. In primitive societies the paternal clan,
the gens, disposed of woman almost like a thing:
she was included in deals agreed upon by tWo
groups. The sitUation is not much modified
when marriage assumes a contractual form in
the COUtseof its evolution; when dowered or
having her share in inheritance, woman would
seem to have civil standing as a person, but
dowry and inheritance still enslave her to her
family. During a long period the contraCtswere
made betWeen father-in-law and son-in-law, not
between wife and husband; only widows then
enjoyed economic independence. The young

girl's freedom of choice has always been much
restricted; and celibacy-apart from the rare
cases in which it bears a sacred character-re-
duced ber to tbe rank of parasite and pariah;
marriage is her only means of support and the
sole justification of her existence. It is enjoined
upon her for tWo reasons.

The first reason is that she must provide the
society with children; only rarely-as in Sparta
and to some extent under the Nazi regime-
does the State take woman under direct guard-
ianship and ask only that she be a mother. But
even the primitive societies that are not aware
of the paternal generative role demand that
woman have a husband, for the second reason
why marriage is enjoined is that woman's func-
tion is also to satisfy a male's sexual needs and
to take care of his household. These duties
placed upon woman by society ate regarded as
a servicerendered to her spouse: in return he is
supposed to give her presents, or a marriage
settlement, and to support her. Through him
as intermediary, society discharges its debt to
the woman it turDSover to him. The rights ob-
tained by the wife in fulfilling her duties are
represented in obligations that the male must
assume. He Cannot break the conjugal bond at
his pleasure; he can repudiate or divorce his
wife only when the public authorities so' de-
cide, and even then the husband sometimes
owes her compensation in money; the practice
even becomes an abuse in Egypt under Boccho-
ris [Egyptian King] or, as the demand for al-
imony, in the United States today. Polygamy
has always been more or less openly tolerated:
man may bed with slaves, concubines, mis-
tresses, prostitutes, but he is required to re-
spect certain privileges of his legitimate wife.
H she is maltreated or wronged, she has the
right-more or less definitely guaranteed-of
going back to her family and herself obtaining
a separation or divorce.

Thus for both parties marriage is at the
same time a burden and a benefit; but there is
no symmetry in the situations of the two sexes;
for girls marriage is the only means of integra-
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tion in the community, and if they remain
unwanted, they are, socially viewed. so much
wastage. . . .

It must be said that the independent woman
is justifiably distUrbed by the idea that people
do not have conftdence in her. & a general
rule, the superior caste is hostile to newcomers
from the infer~or caste: white people will not
consult a Negro physician, nor males a woman
dOCtor; but individuals of the inferior caste,
imbued with a sense of their specific inferiority
and often full of resent~ent towards one of
their kind who has risen above their usual lot,
will also prefer to tUrn to the masters. Most
women, in particular. steeped in adoration for
man, eagerly seek him out in the person of the
doctor, the lawyer.. the office manager. and so

. on. Neither men nor women like to be under a
woman's orders. Her superiors, even if they es-
teem her highly, will always be somewhat con-
descending; to be a woman, if not a defect, is at
least a peCuliarity. Woman must constantly
win the confidence that is not at first accorded
her: at the start she is suspect, she has to prove
herself. If she bas worth she will pass the tests,
so they say. But worth is not a given essence;
it is the outcome of a successful development.
To feel the weight of an unfavourable preju-
dice against one is only on very rare occasions
a help in overcoming it. The initial inferior-
ity complex ordinarily leads to a defence reac-
tion in the form of an exaggerated affectation
of authority.

Most women doctors, for example, have too
much or tOOlittle of the air of authority. If they
act narurally. they fail to take control, for their
life as a whole disposes them rather to seduce
than to command; the patient who likes to
be dominated will be disappointed by plain
advice simply given. Aware of this fact, the
woman doctor assumes a grave accent. a per-
emptoty tone; but then she lacks the bluff
good nature that is the cDarm of the medical
man who is sure of himself.

Man is accustomed to asserting himself; his
clients believe in his competence; he can act
naturally: he infallibly makes an impression.

Woman does not inspire the same feeling of
security; she affects a lofty air. she drops it,
she makes too much of it. In business. in ad-
ministrative work, she is precise, fussy. quick
to show aggressiveness. & in her studies. she
lacks ease, dash, audacity. In the effort to

. achieve she gets tense. Her activity is a suc-
cession of challenges and self-affirmations.
This is the great defect that lack of assurance
engenders: the subject cannot forget himself.
He does not aim gallantly towards some goal:
he seeks rather to make good in prescribed
ways. In boldly.setting out towards ends. one
risks disappointmentS; but one also obtains
unhoped-for resultS; caution condemns to
mediocrity.

We rarely encounter in the independent
woman a taste for adventUre and for experience
for itS own sake. or a disinterested curiosity;
she seeks Mtohave a career" as other women

build a nest of happiness; she remains domi-
nated, surrounded, by the male universe, she
lacks the audacity to break through its ceiling,
she does not passionately lose herself in her
projects. She still tegards her life as an imma-
nent enterprise: her aim is not at an objective
but, through the objective, at her subjective
success. This is avery conspicuous attitude, for
example, among American women; they Hke
having a job and proving to themselves that
they are capable of handling it properly; but
they are not passionately concerned with the
~ontmt of their tasks. Woman similarly has a
tendency to attach too much importance to
minor setbacks and modest successes; she is
turn by ruen discouraged or puffed up with
vanity. When a success bas been anticipated,
one takes it calmly; but it becomes an intoxi-
cating triumph when one has been doubtful
of .obtaining it. This is the excuse when
women become addled with importance and
plume themselves ostentatiously over their
least accomplishments. They are for ever look-
ing back to see how far they have come, and
that interrupts their progress. By this proce-
dure they can have honourable careers, but not
accomplish great things. It must be added that
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many men are also unable to build any but
mediocre careers. It is only in comparison with
the best of them that woman-save for very
rare exceptions-seems to us to be trailing be-
hind. The reasons I have given are sufficient
explanation, and in no way mortgage the fu-
tUre. What woman essentially lacks today for
doing great things is forgetfulness of herself;

REVIEW QUESTIONS

but to forget oneself it is first of all necessary to
be firmly assured that now and for the future
one has found oneself. Newly come into the
world of men, poorly seconded by them,
woman is still too busily occupied to search for
herself.

1. What, in Simone de Beauvoir's. view, is the position of women in regard to men
and in regard to marriage?

2. Why, from de Beauvoir's feminist perspective, was the epoch in which she lived a
period of transition?

3. What were tbe obstacles, according to de Beauvoir, tbat faced "the independent
woman" with "'a taste for~ventUre and for experience for its own sake"? How
many of tbese obstacles still exist?

The Club of Rome
THE DANGERS OF UNREGULATED
GROWTH AND TECHNOLOGIC:A.L
INNOVATIONS (1977)

In the 1970s the Club of Rome, an informal organization composed of some of
the world's business leaders, was formed, sparked by the oil shock of 1973
when OPEC, the cartel of oil-producing nations, imposed an embargo on the
West. These business leaders were profoundly concerned about various trends,
such as the depletion of natural resources, pollution, and population growth. In
many ways, the Qub of Rome enunciated a neo-Malthusian view of a world

over-populated by the impoverisbed masses of Asia, Mrica, and Latin America,
while a relatively small minority of the world's population, Europeans and
North Americans, feed gluttonously at the trough of the earth's dwindling re-
sources. The Qub published their findings and suggestions on a regular basis,
hoping to alert world leaders and average citizens, especially in the West, to
these dangers. In this document, the Club's 1977 report is excerpted.

The population of the developed world makes
up about 30 percent of the world population,
and may shrink to no more than 10 percent in
the next century, unless war, famine, and dis-
ease slow down the growth of human numbers

in developing countries. Less than one-third of
the world population controls more than tWO-
thirds of its wealth, possesses 95 percent of ex-
isting scientific and technological research and
development facilities, consumes some 40 per-
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cent of the world's nonrenewable resources,
and contributes the lion's share of its pollution.

These conditions impose special responsibil-
ities on the people of the developed world.
They must take the initiative in specifying and
pursuing global security, food, energy, and re-
source goals. They must work together with
the poor nations to create a more just and sus-
tainable international order. And they must
also take care that their own lives are not
locked into pathways of alienation, meaning-
lessness, and stress. There is, we believe, a set
of feasible policy alternatives available to de-
veloped countries which responds to all these
needs. They can improve the national quality
of life and at the same time bring about more
equity and justice in the world.

The already discussed goals related to secu-
rity, food, energy, and resources need to be vig-
orously pursued in the developed world.
Combined with them are goals to overcome
the worst side effects of technological civiliza-
tion without demanding unrealistic sacrifices
from individuals and leaders.

Present conditions in the developed world
arose from historical processes that resulted in
significant achievements in the spheres of in-
dustry, agriculture, and social organization.
These achievements are closely associated with
efficient applications of science and technology
and the creation of great national and corpo-
rate wealth. Discoveries in science led to rapid
advances in technology, and these permitted
the creation of large-scale production systems
with decreasing unit costs. Higher productiv-
ity gave rise to increases in real income which,
in curn, created a demand for more and more
production in an ongoing spiral. The resultant
economic process was self-reinforcing,
produce-proliferating, and energy- and
materials-hungry. This pattern continued al-
most without interruption from the end of
World War II to the early 1970s, despite fluc-
tuations of the business cycle....

During the 1970s many governmental and
business leaders began to wonder whether the
exponential growth of industries had begun to

deplete stocks of nonrenewable natural re-
sources. Since industry depends for continued
growth on large stocks of reasonaoly priced
natural resources as well as on cheap and
abundant energies, more and more people be-
gan to question whether the industrial system
would undermine itself by depleting its essen-
tial stocks.

The groWth-no groWth debates, triggered
by Limits 10Growth, the famous first report to
the Club of Rome, are now history. Without
rehashing well-worn arguments, it is enough
to say that the issue for the economy is not
whether to grow or not to grow; it is hOf/lto
grow, and for what purpose.Growth for its own
sake often proves to be contrary to human in-
terests-it can depress, rather than enhance,
the quality of life. Economic growth should
serve human ends-and should occur only
when it can fulfill this function. FUrther
growth in pollution, traffic jams, urban con-
glomerations, mindless automation, and im-
personal bureaucracy is contrary to human
interests, although it might reg~ster as a con-
tribution to economic growth when measured
by such overall quantitative indicators as gross
national product, national income, and inter-
national trade. But growth can occur in many
areas where human needs are truly served-
where the quality of life within developed
countries is enhanced, and where world devel-
opment and justice are promoted. Such growth
is not undifferentiated but selective, and re-
sponds to social and cultural needs. The fact is
chat nocwithstanding pockets of poverty, the
basic material needs of people in affluent coun-

. cries can already be fully met; che problem is
better distribution, not more material growch.
Further material growth would merely create
increasing gaps becween rich and poor. Hence
rather than emphasizing overall growth, prob-
lems of distribution and injustice need to be
addressed, and ways and means found to re-
duce, and eventUally eliminate, the alienation,
isolation, and impersonal tenor of life in afflu-
ent urban environments....
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To improve the quality of life in developed
countries. policies must be geared to reducing
the undesirable side effects of economic
groWth-such as unemployment and infla-
tion-and promoting the satisfaction of mate-
rial. social. and cultural needs. Major goals
must be to place less emphasis on material-
and energy-wasteful modes of production and
more on conservation and recycling; less em-
phasis on automated machines and more on
human services. Industrialized societies can
progress by improving education. health and
social services. cultural activities. and recre-
ational opportunities.

There is a great need to improve educational
systems.. ..

Communication in the political sphere
needs to be expanded....

In most of the free market economies. health
and social services are insufficiently funded....

While there is much room for progress in
such services areas, a linear increase in
materials- and energy-wasteful production sys-
tems would worsen rather than improve the
overall quality of life. The artificial inculcation
of deman4 for certain types of products is a dis-
service to the public. as illustrated- by advertis-
ing designed to sell gas-guzzling private

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

auto~obiles. Continued increase in the num-

ber of such automobiles would produce serious
health hazards, create transportation
breakdowns. and increase energy and raw ma-
terial costs.

A. trend toward the standard concept of a
"postindustrial" society. however. is not with-
out its grave dangers. Technologies should not
be put in use simply because they are avail-
able-not even automated production systems
or electronic communication technologies.
Employment could be much reduced, and
there could be a decline in face-to-face commu-
nication. Privacy could be invaded, and exten-
sive data files used to control behavior. People
could be exposed to information overload. In-
deed. wide use of electronic communication
systems could be a bane as well as a blessing.
On the one hand people could be freed from
many manual chores. could have much leisure
time. and could have the cultural and environ-
mental facilities to fill such time with enjoy-
ment; on the other hand such societies could
become impersonal technocracies. subject to a
high degree of surveillance. saturated with
services. and plagued by unsolved problems of
unemployment and alienation....

1. What. according to this report. are the dangers facing the world?
2. What remedies does the Club of Rome suggest?
3. In the tWenty years that have passed since this report. do you believe the

suggestions of the Club have been followed? Have we overcome the challenges?

Soun:e: Ervin Laszlo et 81.. eds., Goalsfor MmJUruJ:.ARtp9rt If1the CI.{, ofR_ 0" tlHN_ Horizmu tf GloW C_il]
(New Yorlc:B. P. Dutton, 1977), ~02-305.
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Jean Paul Sartre
EXISTENTIALISM DEFINED (1946)

The post- W orId War II era experienced that same crisis of conscience that had

gripped the post-World War I generation, but perhaps not as severely.
Nonetheless, in the ashes and cinders of post-war Europe, Europeans (and the
rest of the world as well) sought to make sense of the seemingly unfathomable
inhumanity and incredible destruction. Some held onto familiar guides, evi-
denced by the growth of political parties that were social Christian at heart and

by the resurgence of communism. One of the most influential philosophical
movements thar prospered was existentialism, whose central idea is that hu-
man beings must act to exist, but that they are free (or condemned) to act. Exis-

tentialism had appeared before World War II-indeed its roots go back at least
to the mid-nineteenth century. It blossomed in the post-war Europe in no small
measure because of the works of the French philosopher Jean Paul Sarcre
(1905-1980). In addition to his excellent plays, novels, and somewhat turgid
philosophical essays, Sarcre, of middle-class origins, was a ubiquitous and fear-
less social critic and a fellow-traveler, a connection he never severed, and thus
frequently seemed to be an apologist for Stalin's excesses. He epitomized the
peculiarly French phenomenon of the intellectual as a social critic above poli-
tics. He opposed American involvement in European affairs as Yankee imperi-
alism; he was also a fierce opponent of the Vietnam War. Despite his vitriolic
anti-American rhetoric, he became something of a celebrity, and American
(and other) tourists to Paris often congregated near his favorite cafes in Mont-
martre, hoping to catch a glimpse of Sartre ~d his companion Simone de Beau-
voir (1908-1986), the famous feminist. Sartre's popularity and inlluence waned

in the 19605 and 1970s, but his works still find their way ont~ reading lists and
into the hip pockets of American college students seeking an answer to the
questions of why we are here as they sit at cafes on the sidewalks of Paris. In
this document, Sartre outlines what existentialism means, at least to him.

[Existentialism] has been reproached as an in-
vitation to people to dwell in quietism of de-
spair. For"if every way to a solution is barred,
one would have to regard any action in this
world as entirely ineffective, and one would ar-
rive finally at a contemplative philosophy.
Moreover, since contemplation is a luxury, this
would be only another bourgeois philosophy.
This is, especially, the reproach made by the
Communists.

---

From another quarter we are reproached for
having underlined all that is ignominious in
the human sitUation...

From the Christian side, we are reproached
as people who deny the realiry and seriousness
of human affairs. For since we ignore the com-
mandments of God and all values prescribed as
eternal, nothing remains but what is strictly
voluntary. Everyone can do what he likes, and
will be incapable, from sucb a point of view, of
condemning either the point of view or the ac-
tion of anyone else.
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It is to these various reproaches that I shall
endeavor to reply...[W)e can begin by saying
that existentialism, in our sense of the word, is
a doctrine that does render human life possi-
ble; a doctrine, also, which affirms that every
truth and every action imply both an environ-
ment and a human subjectivity....

Atheistic existentialism, of which I am a
representative, declares with greater consis-
tency that if God does not exist th~ is at least

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How does Sartre define existentialism?
2. For what is existentialism criticized?

one being whose existence comes before its
essence, a being which exists before it can be
defined by any conception of it. That being is
man... What do we mean by saying that exis-
tence precedes essence? We mean that man
first of all exists, encounters himself, surges up
in the world-and defines himself
afterwards...mhere is no human nature, be-
cause there is no God to have a conception of
it....

Source: Jean Paul Sarcre, &istmti4lism, in Walter Kaufmann, eel., B:cistmti41is11l/nnn DDStowS!t, tll SISrl'n (New York:
Meridian, 1974), 345-~68 passim.

--
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