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[bookmark: 5061CA1FC834491F91E59F76895B4473]English
Subtotal: 30
[bookmark: FAA6DE00AF994D5CA58519558771620A]Course Requirements for M.A. in English—with Concentration in Creative Writing
Admission Requirements
1.	A completed application form accompanied by a $50 nonrefundable application fee.
2.	Official transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate records. 
3.	A minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.00 on a 4.00 scale in 24 credit hours of upper-level courses in English language and literature. 
4.	Three letters of recommendation, with at least two from English professors.
5.	 A 1-2 page statement of intent outlining your area of writing interest, your goals for the program, and your relevant background. 
6.	A writing sample in your primary genre: 10-15 pages of poetry, or 15-30 pages of prose (literary fiction or literary nonfiction).
7.	A plan of study approved by the advisor and appropriate dean.
[bookmark: 3652CF06D75C44D890FA41D9D6C14FDF]Courses
	ENGL 501
	Literary and Cultural Theory
	3
	F

	ENGL 581
	Workshop in Creative Writing
	3
	As needed

	ENGL 591
	Directed Reading
	3
	As needed

	ENGL 592
	Master's Thesis
	3
	As needed


[bookmark: 297D5799B2694BFABD151A657F679CB2]TWELVE CREDIT HOURS of graduate-level literature or theory courses.
Note: ENGL 581 is taken for three semesters for a total of 9 hours.
Subtotal: 30
Examination Plan
Under the examination plan (optional for M.A. in English) and upon completion of at least 24 credit hours of graduate course work, students take a written examination prepared and administered by the Department of English. The examination is based on reading lists in two of the following four categories: (1) British literature before 1800, (2) British literature since 1800, (3) American literature, and (4) theory or genre. Prior to the examination, students, in consultation with faculty, will prepare reading lists for the two categories selected. The departmental graduate committee must approve the reading lists and will appoint faculty committees to conduct examinations. Guidelines for preparing reading lists are available from the departmental graduate advisor.
Thesis Plan
Under the thesis plan (optional for M.A. in English; required for M.A. in English with concentration in creative writing), students take ENGL 591: Directed Reading in preparation for the writing of the thesis and ENGL 592: Master’s Thesis in their final semesters of study toward the M.A. degree. During this time they complete research for and write a master’s thesis on a subject of their choice that has been approved by the departmental graduate committee. The thesis will be written under the direction of a faculty member of the student’s choice and will be read by that faculty member and by a second reader appointed by the departmental graduate committee. For M.A. in English students, the thesis will normally be a substantial critical or research paper (though different kinds of projects are possible) of approximately fifty to seventy pages in length. For M.A. in English with concentration in creative writing students, the thesis will consist of a substantial body of poetry, fiction, nonfictional prose or drama. A defense of the thesis before a faculty committee is required in all cases.
Accelerated B.A. / M.A. in English Admission Option
Undergraduate students matriculated at Rhode Island College can apply for conditional admission to the Master of Arts in English program after completing 72 credits, at least 12 of which must be in English courses taken at RIC. If conditionally admitted to the M.A. program, students begin taking graduate courses after completing 90 credits. They will take 9 credits of graduate coursework that can count toward both the B.A. and M.A. degrees: ENGL 500, ENGL 501, and twoone elective 500-level seminars. In addition, conditionally admitted students can take one 500-level course that will count only toward the M.A. degree. If students are in good standing upon completion of the B.A., they are fully admitted to the M.A. degree program, which could be completed in two semesters. 
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Admission requirements remain the same as for the M.A. degree with the following exception: a minimum G.P.A. of 3.2 in English courses.
[bookmark: 045DC66943C3422B8C679C0D04644588][bookmark: 9C9EDDA7C65D478582A14EDFA5384803][bookmark: 84EEC75D6DF44694A4F477D3C28FEBDE][bookmark: B2BBB6B6864D4BCAB8E61939B49205AA][bookmark: FADC5A99BE914A34AD9036D7E9ACFEEE][bookmark: E08AE0EB14A54926A9093820650AE35F][bookmark: 812CBE24BB24436AB14985E6F2F12BC7][bookmark: 2967BCD2262F4D43BFCB7AD6BC826E5D][bookmark: 2A2EB45A55B4437B9997E3F1F63A6D57][bookmark: 9E503DE0F9EE43BC9754D22A9A598ED3][bookmark: B29DF0C318D642F78A88CDB0155DED89][bookmark: EE194D97C29D4E6194A62D0FDEAAC2AD][bookmark: 9DC8C9E8899043A7B4DD5DED98E0B8E8][bookmark: D8E52836299046B8A3A5B274F571F868][bookmark: 84F5432E0276486089B7FD926AE8FBB3]
department chair or instructor. For any other majors a minimum GPA of 3.0 and permission of department chair or instructor.
Offered:  As needed.
ENGL 490 - Directed Study (4)
Students select a topic and undertake concentrated research under the supervision of a faculty member. Students who wish to pursue a creative writing project should submit a portfolio of work with their application.
Prerequisite: Consent of instructor, department chair, and dean.
Offered:  As needed.
ENGL 491 - Independent Study I (4)
Students select a topic and undertake concentrated research or creative activity under the mentorship of a faculty member. Students who wish to pursue a creative writing project should submit a portfolio of work with their application.
Prerequisite: Completion of 12 credits of 300/400 level ENGL courses, consent of instructor, department chair and dean and admission to the English honors program. Students who wish to pursue a creative writing project should submit a portfolio of work with their application.
Offered:  As needed.
ENGL 492 - Independent Study II  (4)
This course continues the development of research or creative activity begun in ENGL 491. For departmental honors, the project requires final assessment by the department’s Honors Committee or Creative Writing faculty.
Prerequisite: ENGL 491; and consent of instructor, department chair and dean.
Offered: As needed.
ENGL 500 - Colloquium in English: Writing, Research, Pedagogy (3)
Discussion-based seminar focused on advanced issues in writing, research, and pedagogy. Topics include critical writing, creative writing, advanced research, teaching, humanities advocacy and marketing an M.A. degree in English. Students explore strategies for success both as graduate students and as professionals and the value of a post-graduate degree in English. Graded S/US (with B required for Satisfactory standing). 
Prerequisite: Graduate status, acceptance into the B.A./M.A. in English, or consent of instructor and department chair.
Offered: Fall, Spring (as needed).
ENGL 501 - Literary and Cultural Theory (3)
Introduces students to current critical theories and methodologies in the study of literature, writing and culture.
Prerequisite: Graduate status and consent of department chair.
Offered:  Fall.
ENGL 520 - Topics in Composition Theory and Rhetoric (3)
Students are introduced to topics in the field of composition and rhetoric, including the theory and teaching of writing, the history of rhetoric and composition and various contemporary research areas.
Prerequisite: Graduate status and consent of department chair.
Offered: As needed.
ENGL 521 - Topics in Cultural Studies (3)
Students view texts as cultural products and as forms of cultural practice in the context of such issues as racial, sexual, and class politics.
Prerequisite: Graduate status and consent of department chair.
Offered:  As needed.
ENGL 522 - Topics in Feminist Theory and Literature (3)
Focus is on one or more areas of contemporary feminist theory in conjunction with literature by women and/or representations of women in literature.
Prerequisite: Graduate status and consent of department chair.
Offered:  As needed.
ENGL 523 - Topics in Ethnic American and/or African American Literatures (3)
Issues of culture, identity, race, and power are considered in the literature of one or more ethnic groups and/or of African Americans.
Prerequisite: Graduate status and consent of department chair.
Offered:  As needed.

