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Comments:  
Revise Section IX. C.1 on thesis committee members.  Currently, the third reader must be outside the discipline of the program. Depending on the discipline, it can be extremely difficult to identify a person from a different discipline who can provide meaningful input to the content of the thesis. It can also be difficult to define what “outside the discipline” means for interdisciplinary projects.  The recommended revision would state that the third reader must be from “outside the department” and that members from different disciplines are encouraged.  See attached. 
The second policy revision is to delete the 30-day notice of tentative defense dates.  Nothing is done with this information as they are only tentative dates (i.e., no announcements of defense are sent yet).  Rather, there is also a requirement for 10 working-day advance notice of the thesis defense (Section IX.D.4), which seems sufficient notice for the Graduate Dean to announce the thesis defense date. There is no corresponding section in the manual, only a form at the end of the manual.  See attached.
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