
Rhode Island College Curriculum Committee 

Minutes for Meeting of October 19, 2012 

2:00-4:00 P.M. 

Board of Governors Room 

 

Present: S. Abbotson (presiding); M. Aydogdu; D. Blanchette; S. Breen; D. Espinosa; V. La Ferla;  M. Horn, H. Magen; J. 
Magyar; C. Marco; C. McLaughlin (Secretary); S. Mueller; R. Pitt; E. Simson; S. Spinette; P. Thomas;.  
Excused: R. Kirkwood-Auld; S. Dixon  
Students: Jose Rodriguez-Mendez Excused  
Absent:  
Guests: M. Lynch; K. Jackson; P. Christman; M. Michaud 

 

1. Call to Order: 2:01 
 
2. Online September meeting unanimously approved minutes from 18 May meeting, and Vivian La Ferla to replace 

Bonnie MacDonald on the Executive Committee (Bonnie is on leave). No minutes from September to approve. 
 

3. Report of the Chair 

 Welcome Harriet Magen as replacement for Bonnie MacDonald on UCC, and Jose Rodriguez-Mendez, as 
student representative. 

 

 Report feedback on summer changes to forms, manual and website. 
 Many revisions make the form easier to work with.  More use will bring about better compliance.  

Suggestions for improvement requested 
 In Honors section, only a “yes” notation will be required 
 Enthusiastically Received by the UCC 

 

 Courses that have not been taught for three years or more. 
  Rationale requested for keeping classes. 
 Proposal to remove these courses will be prepared for the November meeting 

 

 Update on PSCE (Professional Studies and Continuing Ed.) Report (sent as attachment to committee) 
 See attached report 

 

 Update on Electronic signatures 
 V. La Ferla explained options for electronic signatures 
 Demonstration for developing e-signatures was given 
 Pam Christman provided explanations of systems at RIC that would enable signature development 

and signature process. 
 See attached report 

 
4. Report of COGE 

 See attached report (with September 2012 report) – report can also be viewed at: 
http://www.ric.edu/faculty/organic/coge/Report_to_UCC_10-19-12.pdf 

 Course updates need to be submitted soon to insure a timely review 
 Signatures should be obtained from deans in order to assure course is appropriate for Gen Ed.  

 
5. Report of Writing Board 

 M. Michaud, Writing Board Chair, presented recent accomplishments of the Writing Board (WB). 
 Changes in representation on WB – New Chair; Director of FCTL; Coordinator of FYS 
 Writing related initiative with School of Nursing – annual retreat  
 Outreach to other departments to ascertain interest in PD and writing workshops 
 Writing Board meeting topics (see attachment) 
 Next WB meeting is on October 31, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://webmail.ric.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=21d7fc92b9b1469b9100da01236b9768&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ric.edu%2ffaculty%2forganic%2fcoge%2fReport_to_UCC_10-19-12.pdf


6. New Business 
ART 
Motion to Bundle and Approve (McLaughlin/La Ferla) 

 12-13-001 Delete ART 162, 230 and 262. 
Discussion: These courses will no longer be available to satisfy the Visual and Performing Arts distribution, Core 
3, and Core 4 General Education requirements. Faculty member who specialized in Asian art retired. 
Action: Approved Unanimously 
 
NMT 
Motion to Bundle and Approve (Magyar/Espinosa) 

 12-13-002 Revise NMT program as to when courses are offered.  

 12-13-003 Revise NMT 421—add credit and when offered. 
Discussion: Course offerings in catalog made to align with clinical offerings. 
The above change from 2 credits to 3 credits reflects the actual time investment in the class.  The additional credit 
brings clinical students in the Fall semester of the NMT program to full time status. 
Action: Approved Unanimously 
 
BIOL 
Motion to Approve (Espinosa/Horn) 

 12-13-004 Revise BIOL 109 to become BIOL 100 and delete 109. 
Discussion: Renumbering BIOL 109 to BIOL 100 makes it clear to students that this course should be the first 
choice of the Introductory Biology selections in the college catalog.   
Action: Approved Unanimously 
 
BIOL 
Motion to Approve (McLaughlin/La Ferla) 

 12-13-005 Revise BIOL program to change required MATH. 
Discussion: The current cognates for the BS in Biology include MATH 240 and a choice of MATH 181 or MATH 
212.  Due to prospective changes in the Mathematics course offerings we propose to change this cognate to: 
MATH 240 and a choice of MATH 209 or MATH 212. 

 Other programs that use MATH 181 need to be made aware of this impending change. GEN ED has 
been contacted that 181 will be removed from GEN ED offerings.  Formal process has not been 
completed. 

Action: Approved Unanimously 
 
SPED 
Motion to Approve (Espinosa/Horn) 

 12-13-006 Revise Special Ed. program requirements. 
Discussion:  Students will have to demonstrate that they can earn passing scores in courses as well as the 
primary artifacts; with assistance of Cooperating teachers.  Additional retention requirements provide numerous 
benchmarks for students to achieve.  These additional requirements provide a more rigorous means to assess 
students progress during the professional sequence, in their academic classes, and fieldwork. 
Action: Approved Unanimously 
 

7. Other New Business 

 Syllabi guidelines created by FCTL 
 NEASC visit report noted that there were no guidelines for syllabi development 
 FCTL developed resources for creating a “good” syllabus 

 

 CMS system to better manage catalog 
 RFP for system is in development 
 Electronic composition of catalog can be on-going 
 Authorized log-in required to make changes  
 Catalog Reviewed and Approved on-line 
 Changes in one are of catalog will be made automatically in other areas 
 Production time will be decreased 
 

8. Motion to adjourn. (Abbotson/McLaughlin)  3:20 
 
 
Minutes Submitted by Charlie McLaughlin 



Committee Reports 
PSCE (Professional Studies and Continuing Education) 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Electronic Signatures 
Report of the Sub-Committee to establish an Electronic Signatures process for UCC proposals 

Submitted by: Vivian La Ferla (chair), Karen Castagno, Charlie McLaughlin 

INTRODUCTION 
The committee was established to design an electronic signatures process for Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
(UCC) proposals. In particular, the committee was asked to review software, processes and procedures for establishing 
an electronic system that would maintain the authenticity of the signatures. 
The impetus for the formation of the committee was concern over the amount of time required to obtain signatures and the 
difficulty obtaining signatures. A process that includes electronic signatures would be more efficient in time, resources and 
materials, and would be “green sustainable.” 
 
CURRENT PROCESS 
The process currently in place requires the originator of a proposal to obtain signatures from all the effected department 
chairs and deans of schools. This may sometimes involve eight signatures. 
 
RATIONALE FOR SELECTION (Information from P. Christman, 9/21) 
To distribute documents electronically that ensure the 

 content has not been altered (integrity) 

 actual person who sent the document is verified as that person (authenticity) 

 individual who signed the document cannot deny the signature (non-repudiation) 
  
Digital signatures can address these security requirements by providing greater assurances of document integrity, 
authenticity, and non-repudiation.  There is a continuum in the level of security assurance as well as a continuum in the 
amount of complexity in the available solutions.   
 
Digital signatures are generally verified using a combination of encryption keys and “digital certificates.”  These certificates 
can be self-signed (not verified by an external authority), or they can be verified by a third-party certificate authority.  
 
Three options were reviewed:  
Option 1: Self-signed certificates on PDF documents 
Option 2: Third-party verified certificates on PDF documents such as EchoSign 
Option 3: Third-party verified signatures on nearly any document (PDF, Word, Outlook, Excel, etc.) such as CoSign.  
 
The option of self-signed certificates on PDF documents seemed the most reasonable. So, it was determined by the sub-
committee with the assistance of Pamela Christman, Director of User Services, that the level of security offered by these 
companies was unnecessary for in-house curriculum committee documents. It addition, the current selection of Acrobat 
Pro X maintains the authenticity of the digital signatures. A benefit of this selection meant that additional costs would not 
be incurred.  
 
IMPLEMENTATION REQUIREMENTS 
The implementation of an electronic signatures procedure requires software, its availability and installation, training for 
end-users, an established process, an electronic signature protocol and field testing.  
Software 
To Create Proposals: Original proposals will continue to be created by originators using Microsoft Word. 
To Enable Digital Signatures on Proposals: Adobe Acrobat Pro is available for all desktops and laptops but can only be 
accessed on campus (D. Toms, 5/16). Since the college has 91 licenses, this will be installed on key faculty workstations 
determined by the EUCC. More licenses can be attained if needed.  This software is only needed to create the signature 
portion of the document.   
To Digitally Sign Proposals: UCC proposals can be signed using Adobe Acrobat Reader.  Acrobat Reader is a free 
software and all computers on campus need to have the same version. This software needs to be installed on MAC 
computers since many Mac’s are using Preview to view PDFs. Adobe Acrobat Reader is needed to digitally sign the 
proposal.  
Installation and Upgrades 
User Support Services will install and/or upgrade appropriate software for each department to ensure project success. 
Documentation & Training 
User Support Services will create documentation and provide training 



 

 

1. Enabling Digital Signatures using  Acrobat Pro 
2. Digitally Signing Documents in Acrobat Reader 

Another possible training tool is the online video below: 
http://tv.adobe.com/watch/acrobat-x/how-to-digitally-sign-a-document-with-adobe-reader/ 
 
Process 
Review the process for the RIC/ URI PhD program and adapt it to UCC. 
http://www.uri.edu/hss/education/phd/eforms.html 
 
Protocol 
The order of the signatures and the process for a designee needs to be established. 
Create a technical protocol to include email transmission and create an edition and signature protocol for final signatures. 
Protocol of EUCC -- What happens when the document is signed and there are edits required? 
Do chairs and deans resign the document after edits? 
 
Field Testing 
Create a timeline for implementation for a field test on both PC and MAC and establish the details. The Mathematics & 
Computer Science Department as volunteered to be a Beta test site. 
 
IMPACT OF THIS RECOMMENDATION 
Additional hours needed for User Services Staff for implementation. 
 

 

COGE Report 

Report of Committee on General Education  
October 19, 2012 

 
Since the last UCC meeting in 2011-2012, COGE took the following actions: 
 

1.  Course Approvals 

BIOL 221 Genetics) was approved as an AQSR course 

2. Additional Proposals were reviewed and returned for more information. 

3. First Year Seminar topics were approved  

4. A Faculty Development Workshop on Connections courses was held on October 2 with the cooperation of the 
FCTL. 

5. COGE reported to Council in September on the status of the General Education program.  That report, including 
Fall enrollments is attached. 

6. Assessment of General Education 

A new one-year working group has been formed to develop assessments for General Education.  Chaired by 

Social Work Professor Dan Weisman, the group will develop rubrics based upon the AAC&U VALUE rubrics 

for the categories of Critical and Creative Thinking, Written Communication, and Research Fluency.  These 

rubrics will be piloted this academic year with materials from First Year Writing and First Year Seminar 

classes.   

7. Some COGE tasks for 201-2013 

a. Approve modifications of existing courses for the Distribution. 

b. Approve new courses for the Distribution, particularly for the AQSR category 

c. Approve Connections courses, both new and converted Core 4 courses.   

d. Assist in the development and approval of Writing in the Discipline plans for each program. 

http://tv.adobe.com/watch/acrobat-x/how-to-digitally-sign-a-document-with-adobe-reader/
https://webmail.ric.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=81f55451ca2a4353bfbfd3e3f1bad34b&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.uri.edu%2fhss%2feducation%2fphd%2feforms.html


 

 

e. Provide oversight and support for First Year Seminar 

f. Continue to offer faculty development opportunities through the Faculty Center for Teaching and 
Learning.  

8. Timetable  

a. AY 2012-2013 is a transition year in that courses from the previous program will meet the requirements of 
the new one. 

b. Re-approvals and new courses for the 2013-2014 Catalog need to be approved very early in the second 
semester. 

c. Connections courses that will not be offered in Fall 2013and Writing in the Discipline plans can be 
approved later in the year. 

Respectfully submitted 

James G. Magya 

Report to the Council of Rhode Island College 
on the Implementation of the New  

General Education Program 
September 14, 2012 

 
With the approval by the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, the Council of Rhode Island College, and the Board of 
Governors for Higher Education, Rhode Island College is implementing a new General Education program this semester.  
We are now offering First Year Seminars to incoming students.  Mid-way through students’ careers, they will take a 
“Connections” course that draws together skills and ideas learned in the earlier parts of the program.  We have a revised 
distribution requirement that includes both breadth and depth of study, including Advanced Quantitative/Scientific 
Reasoning.  We are institution a Language requirement in a modern foreign language.  Each program and major will 
include writing in the discipline.  
 
First-year students entering this fall are enrolled either in First Year Seminar or First Year Writing.  In the spring, each 

student will take the other course.  Exciting new distribution courses in history and literature are running with many 

students enrolled. 

During the current academic year, the rest of the distribution will be revised for the new program, and Connections 

courses will begin to appear.  There is a lot of curricular work to be done; for the most part, chairs and departments have 

been supportive.  

Here is an enrollment report prepared from PeopleSoft this morning: 

The table on the next page 

lists the courses that were 

approved for general 

education in AY 2011-2012.  

Note that courses for which 

the catalog copy does not 

change have COGE approval 

with UCC notification only.  

Courses that have new titles, 

new course descriptions, or 

more credit hours follow the 

same UCC approval process 

as new courses. 

Students who are new to 

Category Enrollment 9-14-12 Category Enrollment 9-14-12 

FYS  622 SB 2405 

FYW  580 SM 401 

History  777 C3 467 

Literature 753 C4 744 

Arts 1312 SB 2405 

Science    2932   

Math 952   



 

 

Rhode Island College this fall, either as first year students or transfers are under the new program.  Only true first year 

students are expected to take a first year seminar.  In addition, students coming from institutions with articulation 

agreements with the College are under the old program if they started at the other institution before this fall. (This 

provision will last for five years.)  Students at Rhode Island College who are under the previous program will still benefit 

from some of the changes, as courses are revised and updated.  English 100 serves for Core 1 and History 100-107 

replace Core 2.  Next year, Connections courses will substitute for Core 4 courses.  Dean Joan Dagle deals with students 

who have irregular records and pathways through the College.  Our goal is to come down in favor of the student whenever 

possible. 

As the semester begins, we can note that the new program of general education is in effect for our students.  A year ago 

we were still debating the shape the program would take.  When I give an exam with multiple problems, I urge the 

students to “do the easy ones first.”  In this program revision we have made a great start by doing the easy ones first.  

There remains a lot of careful thinking and creative program design to complete the general education program and to 

integrate it smoothly with majors and curricula.  Thanks to you and to those you represent, we’re well on our way. 

James G. Magyar 

Chair, COGE  

 

Course Title Category COGE Approval UCC Approval 

WRTG 

100 Writing and Rhetoric FYW 10/5/2011 NA 

FYS 100 First year Seminar FYS 10/5/2011 10/21/2011 

ENGL 100 Studies in Literature L 10/7/2011 11/18/2011 

HIST 101 Multiple Voices: Africa in the World H 10/7/2011 11/18/2011 

HIST 102 Multiple Voices: Asia in the World H 10/7/2011 11/18/2011 

HIST 103 Multiple Voices: Europe in the World to 1600 H 10/7/2011 11/18/2011 

HIST 104 

Multiple Voices: Europe in the World since 

1600 H 10/7/2011 11/18/2011 

HIST 105 Multiple Voices: Latin America in the World H 10/7/2011 11/18/2011 

HIST 106 Multiple Voices: Muslim Peoples in the World H 10/7/2011 11/18/2011 

HIST 107 

Multiple Voices: The United states in the 

World H 10/7/2011 11/18/2011 

FREN 115 Literature of the French Speaking World L 12/9/2011 12/16/2011 

ITAL 115 Literature of Italy L 12/9/2011 12/16/2011 

SPAN 115 Literature of the Spanish Speaking World L 12/9/2011 12/16/2011 

PORT 
Literature of the Portuguese Speaking World L 12/9/2011 12/16/2011 



 

 

115 

PSYC 110 Introduction to Psychology SB 11/18/2011 12/16/2011 

PSYC 215 Social Psychology SB 11/18/2011 12/16/2011 

HSCI 232 Human Genetics AQSR 2/3/2012 2/17/2012 

BIOL 335 Human Physiology AQSR 2/3/2012 NA 

SOC 200 Society and Social Behavior SB 2/3/2012 3/23/2012 

SOC 202 Society and the Family SB 2/3/2012 3/23/2012 

SOC 204 Urban Sociology SB 2/3/2012 3/23/2012 

SOC 207 Aging and Society SB 2/3/2012 3/23/2012 

SOC 208 Minority Relations SB 2/3/2012 3/23/2012 

SOC 217 Aging and Society SB 2/3/2012 3/23/2012 

ANTH 306 Primate Ecology and Social Behavior AQSR 2/24/2012 3/23/2012 

ANTH 307 

Human Nature: Evolution, Ecology and 

Behavior AQSR 2/24/2012 3/23/2012 

ANTH 101 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology SB 2/24/2012 NA 

ANTH 102 Introduction to Archaeology SB 2/24/2012 NA 

ANTH 104 Introduction to Archaeology SB 2/24/2012 NA 

FILM 116 Approaches to Film & Film Criticism A  3/9/2012 3/23/2012 

AFRI 200 Introduction to Africana Studies SB 4/6/2012 5/18/2012 

PHIL 220 Logic and Probability in Scientific Reasoning AQSR 4/6/2012 4/20/2012 

PHIL 230 Aesthetics A 4/6/2012 4/21/2012 

ART 101 Drawing I: General Drawing A 4/6/2012 4/22/2012 

ART 104 Design I: Two Dimensional Design A 4/6/2012 4/23/2012 

ART 231 Prehistoric to Renaissance Art A 4/6/2012 4/24/2012 

ART 232 Renaissance Art to Modern Art A 4/6/2012 4/25/2012 

THTR 242 Acting for Non-Majors A 4/13/2012 5/18/2012 

ANTH 265 Anthropological Perspectives on Childhood C 4/27/2012 

  

 



 

 

Writing Board Report 
 

TO: Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (UCC) 
FROM: Michael Michaud, Chair of Writing Board 
DATE: 10/19/12 
SUBJECT: Writing Board 
 

I am pleased to present this brief report on developments with the Writing Board during the fall semester of the 
2012/2013 school year. The Board is at a moment of exciting transition as our membership has changed to the 
point where more than half our members are now new to the Board. We also have a new Chair with expanded 
responsibilities and two new representatives, the Director of the Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning 
(FCTL) and the Coordinator of the First-Year Seminar program.  
 

Duties of the Chair 

 

While our first official meeting of the year was held on October 10, 2012, my work as Chair got underway in 
advance of the 2012 school year when, in late August, Joe Zornado, Director of the FCTL, and I gave a half-
day workshop on effective strategies for the teaching of writing at the School of Nursing’s annual retreat. In 
addition to this work, we also consulted with Dean Williams as she and her colleagues began to build writing-
outcomes for nursing education and assembled plans to meet RIC’s new writing-in-the-disciplines (WID) 
requirement. Dean Williams and I are in continued dialogue as we attempt to find ways to provide support and 
professional development to the School of Nursing faculty during the 2012/2013 school year. 
 

In addition to this work with the School of Nursing, I have begun to reach out to Departments and faculty on 
campus, to guidance on writing-related initiatives: 
 

 In English, we are discussing the possibility of a professional development workshop for adjunct faculty 
in spring 2012.  

 I’ve met with several RIC faculty across the disciplines to offer support on writing instruction.  
 I will be sending a letter to all Department Chairs on campus, introducing myself and offering my 

services and support on all matters related to the teaching of writing.  
 I have also been working to develop a comprehensive list of online-resources to support RIC faculty 

when it comes to writing instruction.  
 

Duties of the Board 
 

As I mentioned above, the full Writing Board met for the first time on 10/10/12. At our first meeting, we focused 
largely on getting to know one another and discussing our experiences with teaching writing at Rhode Island 
College. According to its charter, the first responsibility of the Board is to “Meet regularly to discuss writing 
issues.” In prior years, my feeling was that while the Board met regularly, most of our focus was on planning for 
the Faculty Development Day. My first priority with the new Board is to ensure that all Board members have 
the opportunity to both learn about the teaching of writing and to become ambassadors for effective writing 
instruction on campus.  
 

Issues discussed at our first meeting included: 
 

 Writing and information literacy 
 Writing for graduate students 
 The role of motivation in writing 
 Discipline-specific writing instruction 
 Culture of writing at RIC? 
 Writing in the Discipline (WID) @ RIC 



 

 

 Teachers of their Field vs. Teachers of Students of their Fields 
 Planning for afternoon (FDD) -- Departmental Break-Out sessions 
 FDD--timing of event? 
 Tension between academic and professional writing 

 

At our next meeting, 10/31/12, we will continue these discussions and begin to plan for the 2012 Faculty 
Development Day and Adjunct Dinner (January 2013).  
 

In conclusion, I believe that the Writing Board is off to a great start for the 2012/2013 academic year. I am 
honored and excited to serve as the new Writing Board Chair and grateful for this opportunity to share news of 
our work with you. 

 


