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Rhode Island College

Conference Fees

                            Pre-Registration         Onsite Registration
  RIC undergraduate student             $10         $20
  Undergraduate students from other campuses           $15         $30
  RIC graduate student             $20         $35 
  Graduate students from other campuses            $25         $40
  All other attendees              $40         $50

Limited scholarships to cover the cost of registration are available for RIC students: Please contact 
promisingpractices@ric.edu.

Please make checks payable to RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE.  
Fees cover lunch and refreshments.  
Free educational materials relevant to the conference theme will be available.

Please return copy of online registration form and payment to:
PROMISING PRACTICES 
c/o  Ms. Kathryn Trites
Rhode Island College 
Educational Studies Department, HBS 220
600 Mt. Pleasant Ave.,  Providence, RI  02908

Professional Development Credit: 
Professional Development Credit from the Rhode Island Department of Education

 for the full day of events will be available after keynote luncheon. 

For further information, please contact Promising Practices Co-Chairs
        Gerri August — (401) 456-8830 or gaugust@ric.edu
        Lesley Bogad  — (401) 456-4635 or lbogad@ric.edu

Dialogue on Diversity Co-Chairs
Maria Lawrence, James Montford and David Thomas

This program has been generously supported by the President’s Offi ce, the Vice President of Academic Affairs’ Offi ce, 
The Feinstein School of Education and Human Development, The Faculty of Arts and Sciences, The College Lectures 

Committee, the School of Management, and the Department of Educational Studies.

* You must register for the conference online *
In addition, you must mail in your payment and a print-out of your online 

registration postmarked by October 30 in order to secure your registration.

Conference registration materials are available online at:
www.ric.edu/promisingpractices

* payments must be postmarked by October 30, 2009 *



November 7, 2009
Rhode Island College · Donovan Dining Center · Providence, RI
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*   EC = Early Childhood   ES = Elementary School   MS = Middle School   HS = High School   CC = College and Community

7:45 – 8:25 REGISTRATION, CURRICULUM RESOURCE FAIR 
EXHIBITS, AND REFRESHMENTS

8:30  WELCOME — Donovan Dining Center
 Dr. Gerri August and Dr. Lesley Bogad, Promising Practices Co-Chairs

8:40 – 10:00 SESSION I 

A. The Impact of Racism on Learning: Stories from Undergraduate Women of 
 Color (CC)
 Annemarie Vaccaro

B. Making the School Environment More Welcoming to Transgender Students,  
 Faculty, Staff, Parents and Others (EC/ES)
 Elizabeth Rowell

C. Neglected Histories, Neglected Stories: Examining New England’s Role in the  
 Enslavement of Africans (MS/HS)
 NEH Panel: Ellen Bigler, Kate Meyer, Lavern McDonald, Janise Mitchell and 
 Gracieta Small
&
D. Fall Into Geography (ES/MS)
 Ellen Thompson

E. “Media Made Me Do It?”: Helping Students Critically Contest the Politics of  
 Image in Dominant Media (HS/CC)
 Marco McWilliams

F. Art and Difference (ES/MS)
 Sarah Jacobs  

G. Student Teaching in Diverse High School Classrooms: Tales from the Field 
 (MS/HS) 
& Janet Johnson, Peter Adamczyk, Stephanie Bailey, Kristen DellaTorre, Diane Long,  
 Kelly Love, and Lorene Roy

H. Improving Inclusion in Classroom Interaction (ES/MS/HS/CC)
 Sandra M. Ketrow

I. The World Is Flat: Cultivating Multicultural Competence among Undergraduate  
 Students in the U.S. (CC) 
 Renee Johnson-Thornton 

J. From Yoga to Group Counseling: Differentiating to Combat Anxiety and Promote  
 Positive Coping with Everyday Stress in the Classroom (ES/MS/HS)
 Elizabeth Gibbons Holtzman, Barbra Ondis and Janet Fraatz

K. Service Learning for Experiential Teaching (HS/CC)
 Mustafa Ozcan

L. Cultural Difference vs. Scienti c Fact (MS/HS)
 Rudolf Kraus
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10:05 – 10:45 CURRICULUM RESOURCE FAIR 

10:50 – 12:10 SESSION II

A. A.L.L.I.E.D. Across Our Differences: Reaching and Teaching Students from  
 Underrepresented Groups at Rhode Island College  (MS/HS/CC)
 A.L.L.I.E.D. Students

B. From Tango Makes Three to Hard Love (EC/ES/MS/HS)
 Megan Kennedy and Kim Slusser

C. Engaging 21st Century Learners with Published Books on Slavery and Lincoln  
 and Historical Documentaries (MS/HS)
 Gracieta Small

D. Using New England Historical Content to Expand Multicultural Education: An  
 NEH Institute Participant’s Tool Kit  (HS/CC)
 Lavern McDonald

E. Celebrating our World: An Integrated Approach to Global Studies(EC/ES)
 Michelle Nonis and Jessica Borges

F. Students with Special Needs: What You See Isn’t Always What You Get 
 (EC/ES/MS/HS)
 Heather Dubrule

G. Problem-solving in the Classroom: Teachers Find Ways to Support their   
 Special Needs Students (ES/MS)
 Janet Johnson, Mary Beth Czernicki, Melissa Moniz, and April Vocke

H. Multicultural Teaching: A Best Practice Approach to Growing Academic Skills  
 (MS)
 Cynthia Spence and Suzanne Pezulli

I. The  Power of Numbers (ES/MS)
 Connie Horton

J. Teaching the Muslim World (HS/CC)
 David Thomas

K. Promising Practices for Teachers of English Language Learners (ES/MS/HS)
 J. Andrés Ramírez, Elisa Rivera, Hannah J. Moore, Berkis Rodriguez, and Athan  
 Hantzopoulos

 

*   EC = Early Childhood   ES = Elementary School   MS = Middle School   HS = High School   CC = College and Community
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12:20 – 2:20 LUNCH and KEYNOTE SPEECH
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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS: SESSION  I — 8:40 – 10:00

A. The Impact of Racism on Learning: Stories from Undergraduate Women of Color  
 (CC)
& Annemarie Vaccaro
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B. Making the School Environment More Welcoming to Transgender Students,  
 Faculty, Staff, Parents and Others (EC/ES)
 Elizabeth Rowell
ME<;&G>F3<G/?<5&;/;;<21D&<1=F>?<1I&3E/&5A57?&A<11<1I&&FG&M2<F/3&M75<1<1ID&A<FF&/X4F27/&
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C. Neglected Histories, Neglected Stories: Examining New England’s Role in the  
 Enslavement of Africans (MS/HS)
& NEH Panel: Ellen Bigler, Kate Meyer, Lavern McDonald, Janise Mitchell and 
 Gracieta Small
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D. Fall Into Geography (ES/MS)
 Ellen Thompson
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E. “Media Made Me Do It?”: Helping Students Critically Contest the Politics of  
 Image in Dominant Media (HS/CC)
 Marco McWilliams
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F. Art and Difference (ES/MS)
 Sarah Jacobs  
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*   EC = Early Childhood   ES = Elementary School   MS = Middle School   HS = High School   CC = College and Community



G. Student Teaching in Diverse High School Classrooms: Tales from the Field 
 (MS/HS) 
 Janet Johnson, Peter Adamczyk, Stephanie Bailey, Kristen DellaTorre, Diane Long,  
 Kelly Love, and Lorene Roy
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H. Improving Inclusion in Classroom Interaction (CC)
 Sandra M. Ketrow
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I. The World Is Flat: Cultivating Multicultural Competence Among Undergraduate  
 Students in the U.S. (CC) 
 Renee Johnson-Thornton 
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J. From Yoga to Group Counseling: Differentiating to Combat Anxiety and Promote  
 Positive Coping with Everyday Stress in the Classroom (ES/MS/HS)
 Elizabeth Gibbons Holtzman, Barbra Ondis and Janet Fraatz
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K. Service Learning for Experiential Teaching (HS/CC)
 Mustafa Ozcan
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L. Cultural Difference vs. Scienti c Fact (MS/HS)
 Rudolf Kraus
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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS: SESSION  II — 11:00 – 12:20

A. A.L.L.I.E.D. Across Our Differences: Reaching and Teaching Students from  
 Underrepresented Groups at Rhode Island College  (MS/HS/CC)
 A.L.L.I.E.D. Students
'1&51&/::273&32&7/=7><3&51?&7/35<1&;3>?/13;&:72G&>1?/77/47/;/13/?&I72>4;&<132&/?>=53<21&472I75G;D&
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?/C/F24&H23E&5=5?/G<=&51?&=>F3>75F&=2G4/3/1=</;&3E53&A2>F?&;>44273&3E/G&5;&;3>?/13;&51?&5;&
:>3>7/&3/5=E/7;K&&'1&3E<;&;/;;<21D&!',&>1?/7I75?>53/;&:72G&>1?/77/47/;/13/?&I72>4;&A<FF&35F6&
5H2>3&3E/<7&/X4/7</1=/;&5;&;3>?/13;D&5;&4//7;D&51?&5;&:>3>7/&3/5=E/7;K

B. From Tango Makes Three to Hard Love (EC/ES/MS/HS)
 Megan Kennedy and Kim Slusser
ME/&F<3/753>7/&5C5<F5HF/&<1&=F5;;722G&F<H757</;&51?&47/;/13/?&<1&=F5;;&;/1?;&5&G/;;5I/&5H2>3&AE53&
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A<FF&H/&?<;=>;;/?&:2=>;<1I&21&F<3/753>7/&;/F/=3<21;D&:5=<F<353<21&2:&G/51<1I:>F&=21C/7;53<21D&
F<3/753>7/&753<215F/;D&51?&F<3/753>7/d;&72F/&<1&)-@M&<?/13<30&?/C/F24G/13K

C. Engaging 21st Century Learners with Published Books on Slavery and Lincoln  
 and Historical Documentaries (MS/HS)
 Gracieta Small
9573<=<4513;&A<FF&F/571&E2A&32&=21?>=3&5&;351?57?;TH5;/?D&=2FF5H2753<C/&472J/=3&3E53&=>FG<153/;&
<1&<1?<C<?>5FF0&A7<33/1D&<FF>;3753/?&51?&4>HF<;E/?&H226;&51?&E2A&32&3/5=E&;3>?/13;&32&=7/53/&
E<;327<=5F&?2=>G/1357</;&>;<1I&9E232&(3270&OK&&ME/&324<=;&G2?/F/?&:2=>;&21&*H75E5G&)<1=2F1&<1&
3E/&@<=/13/11<5F&*11<C/7;570&51?&3E/&<;;>/&2:&;F5C/70K&

D. Using New England Historical Content to Expand Multicultural Education: An  
 NEH Institute Participant’s Tool Kit  (HS/CC)
 Lavern McDonald
ME<;&A276;E24&A<FF&I<C/&4573<=<4513;&51&2C/7C</A&2:&51&+%"&'1;3<3>3/&21&+/A&%1IF51?&E<;3270&
51?&A<FF&2::/7&=>77<=>F>G&7/;2>7=/;&3E53&3/5=E/7;&G50&5?243&32&/X451?&G>F3<=>F3>75F&3/5=E<1I&51?&
F/571<1I&<1&3E/<7&=F5;;722G;K
&
E. Celebrating our World: An Integrated Approach to Global Studies(EC/ES)
 Michelle Nonis and Jessica Borges
MA2&3/5=E/7;&47/;/13&5&;351?57?;TH5;/?D&<13/7?<;=<4F<1570&>1<3&2:&;3>?0&?/;<I1/?&32&?/C/F24&
;3>?/13;d&5447/=<53<21&51?&>1?/7;351?<1I&2:&23E/7&4/24F/D&4F5=/;&51?&=>F3>7/;K&&ME<;&A276;E24&
A<FF&356/&02>&3E72>IE&5&0/57TF21I&?/C/F24G/13&2:&G>F3<=>F3>75F&F/571<1IK&ME/7/&A<FF&H/&5&G56/T<3&
51?&356/T<3&A276;E24&2:&<13/7153<215F&=75:3;K&

F. Students with Special Needs: What You See Isn’t Always What You Get 
 (EC/ES/MS/HS)
 Heather Dubrule
'1&3E<;&;/;;<21D&4573<=<4513;&A<FF&5??7/;;&=2GG21&G<;=21=/43<21;&2:&;3>?/13;&A<3E&?<;5H<F<3</;K&&
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;3>?/13;&A<3E&;4/=<5F&F/571<1I&1//?;&51?&E2A&32&G//3&3E/;/&1//?;&<1&51&<1=F>;<C/&=F5;;722GK

*   EC = Early Childhood   ES = Elementary School   MS = Middle School   HS = High School   CC = College and Community
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G. Problem-solving in the Classroom: Teachers Find Ways to Support their Special  
 Needs Students (ES/MS)
 Janet Johnson, Mary Beth Czernicki, Melissa Moniz, and April Vocke
ME7//&3/5=E/7;&A<FF&47/;/13&3E/&:2FF2A<1I&<1W><70&472J/=3;&=21?>=3/?&<1&3E/<7&2A1&=F5;;722G;8&&
]a&972C<?<1I&A50;&:27&G<??F/&;=E22F&;3>?/13;&A<3E&G2?/753/&32&;/C/7/&?<;5H<F<3</;&32&/1I5I/&
;2=<5FF0&A<3E&4//7;e&Na&ME/&472G<;/&51?&4/7<F&2:&E/3/72I/1/2>;&I72>4<1I&<1&5&G>F3<=>F3>75F&;4/=<5F&
/?>=53<21&=F5;;722Ge&51?&&Oa&'1?<C<?>5F<L<1I&;3753/I</;&:27&/F/G/13570&;3>?/13;&123&7/;421?<1I&32&
375?<3<215F&H/E5C<27&G515I/G/13&3/=E1<W>/;K&&&

H. Multicultural Teaching: A Best Practice Approach to Growing Academic Skills  
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K. Promising Practices for Teachers of English Language Learners (ES/MS/HS)
 J. Andrés Ramírez, Elisa Rivera, Hannah J. Moore, Berkis Rodriguez, 
 and Athan Hantzopoulos
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Many thanks to Nancy Cloud (Educational Studies) and Mary Anne Pallack (Sherlock Center) for 
their extensive work in facilitating the Curriculum Resource Fair! Thanks also to the Curriculum Fair 
Volunteers: Mary Beth Czernicki, Joseph DeMello, Sarivette Escobar, Kelli Gillis, Lou-Ann 
Gullucci-Broadmeadow, Sophia Michalopolos, Xiaoxia Rao, Xuejing Tian and Moraima Velasco.

Curriculum Resource Fair 
10:00 AM – 10:45 AM

The conference schedule includes a designated block of time to visit the Curriculum 
Resource Fair and interact with association representatives, agency representatives, and 
publishers of materials focused on learner diversity.  Representatives will be available 
throughout the morning to share their products and answer your questions. 

The Curriculum Resource Fair offers a wide variety of resources with attention to race, 
ethnicity, language, class, gender, sexual orientation, and ability. The Fair provides you 
with the opportunity to speak with local service agency and professional association 
representatives, collect free materials, and explore materials from invited publishers.  
Materials at the Fair include the following:

· Human Rights and Social Activism Resources
· Social Studies Materials
· Materials for English Language Learners
· Differentiated Instruction Resources
· Language Arts Materials (Leveled Books, etc.)
· Maps and Other Materials for Teaching     
  Geography

· Multiculturalism/Cross-Cultural Learning 
  Resources
· Professional Development Materials
· Parent Involvement Materials
  & more.

· Rhode Island Social Studies Association
· National Geographic School Publishing
· Beth Lothrop Books
· RI Teachers of English Language Learners
· RI Parent Information Network/RIPIN
· The Institute for the Study & Practice of 
  Nonviolence
· The Paul V. Sherlock Center on Disabilities

· Pearson/Longman
· Kaplan K12 Learning Services
· RI Geography Education Alliance
· Hampton-Brown
· M.Ed. in TESL Program at RIC
· International Global Studies Program,  
· Department of Educational Studies at RIC

Exhibitors at the time of publication of this brochure include the following:

Publishers’ Materials available at conference: 
 Facing the Future: People and the Planet
 Rethinking Schools
 Teaching for Change
 Teaching Tolerance



Promising Practices
Henry Barnard School, Room 220
600 Mt. Pleasant Avenue
Providence, Rhode Island 02908


